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An Invitation to Compassion 
 
Compassion happens when one person learns or notices that another person is in some sort of 
difficulty, imagines for a moment that he or she is the other person, and decides to take some 
action to help.  It is the second step - briefly becoming the other person - that makes compassion 
work. In that moment you take in the flavor and force of the difficulty. 
 
It is always good to hear someone recount a story of compassion, whether the person was the 
giver, the receiver, or an observer.  Compassion sometimes takes the form of forgiveness toward 
one who has wronged you, or toward someone who harmed someone you love.  People learn 
from stories of compassion. 
 
To encourage such learning, it might be useful to create a website that invites viewers to send in 
written stories of compassion that they were involved in or know about.  Stories that make the 
abstract idea of compassion specific and vital.  
 
How might people use the site?  By reading a story that involved high courage and telling 
someone else about it.  By reading stories to learn not to be embarrassed when they are the 
recipient of compassion.  To learn how compassion can work when the folks involved speak 
different languages.  To examine a situation in which compassion required patience and careful 
judgment.  One good story could inspire another.  In time the site might become a place where 
anyone in need of comfort or encouragement can go. 
 
The outline for a site that attempts to be such a source already exists.  It has structure, sample 
stories, and some details of arrangement - in other words, I have taken it as far as this one person 
could.  It now needs other people’s talents and viewpoints, as well as welcoming artwork, to grow 
and become truly useful.  If you are interested, please let me know. 
 
Thank you, Tom Adams 
t100adams@comcast.net 
609 331-0181 
 
‘Be kind and compassionate to one another - forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.’  Ephesians 4:32. 

mailto:t100adams@comcast.net
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UPDATE ON GROCERY BAG MOTEL MINISTRY 

Thank you all for your generous support of this ministry.  Thus far we have received contributions 
totaling $1,845 and have provided bags of food to all residents of Pine Motel once a month in April 
through July.  Those meals have cost $1,305, leaving us a balance of about $540 for this ministry. 

The pandemic rages on and we will continue providing food for at least the foreseeable future.  The 
$504 balance is enough to cover August, with some left over.  To the degree we receive additional 
donations, we'll be good to go for September and beyond, and we won't have to use any of the 
budgeted funds for mission this year.  We hope we can avoid dipping into our mission budget so our 
other mission efforts don't have to be cut back. 

We've previously requested donations of certain food items and toys.  We'd still welcome toys and, of 
course, any food items (e.g., granola bars, oatmeal packets, EZ Mac, and cans of hearty soup with pull 
tabs) that might be dropped off on the porch at 513 Farnsworth Avenue.  But what works best is 
financial donations that we can use to purchase the food items for the bags.  The best "food" item to 
donate is gallon jugs of water as the motel's water is not potable. 
 

If anyone wishes to support St. Mary’s Food Pantry, there are also two ways to do that: 

• If possible, check their website and purchase items that are currently needed (http://
mmotcp.org/food-pantry).  Then deliver them when the pantry is open:  M-W-F, 2:00-3:00 PM; 
Tu-Th, 9:00-10:0 AM and 6:00-7:00 PM; Sat, 9:00-10:00 AM.  The food pantry is located in a small 
white frame building next door to St. Mary's church and behind St. Mary's school.  There are 
tables at the back door for receiving food donations. 

• Make a financial contribution by mailing a check made out to St. Mary’s Food Pantry to St. 
Mary’s Church, 45 Crosswicks Street, Bordentown, NJ 08505-1767. 

 
In Christ's service, The Mission Commission 
Pat Andrus, Karen Chamberlin, Emily Dallas, Anne Hernández, Robert Joe Lee, Bobbi Maiuro, Donna 
Potts, and Karen Venezia 

PLEASE 
REMEMBER IN 

YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Shawna (Kochie) Catarinicchia, 

Mike C., Doris Gorman, Vincene 

Palmonari, Paul Sootkoos 

Please contact the office to add 
someone to this long term prayer list. 

I would like to 
thank Karen 

Chamberlin for 
the outstanding 

job she's doing with our web site and 
new YouTube channel. 

Most people don't realize the time it 
takes to do what she does. 

Many thanks, Karen!!! 
Bob Lowden 

http://mmotcp.org/food-pantry
http://mmotcp.org/food-pantry
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Clip+Art+Prayer+Hands&view=detail&id=0DD329AEB47A8D933977BE7CBF76E42F6060DC0E
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August 3 Michael Burke  
August 5 John Robertshaw  
August 6 Tom Adams  
August 8 Jonathan Andrus  
August 9 Ed Dallas  
August 10 Karen Chamberlin  
 Mike Ortu  
 Kevin Patterson  
August 11 Patricia Tassi  
August 16 Alyssa Marchetti  
August 17 Peter Temperino  
August 20 Anne Chidley  
 Robert Horton  
August 22 Terry Fouse  
August 23 Amy Dallas  
August 26 Zachary Lyszczak  
August 27 Tricia Bangit  
  Linda Blackwell  
August 30 Megan Guicheteau  
 Elke McAteer  
August 31 Cassie Bolinger  
 Clare Anna Burke  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 4 
Winston & Victoria Taylor 

August 18 
George & Sandra Carmichael 

Christopher & Brigid Small 

August 21 
Terry & Gail Fouse 

WHO’S IN CHARGE? 
 

Pastoral Care 
 Rev. Hannah Lovaglio of FPC Cranbury 
 Rev. Terry Fouse 
 Contact Jane Erickson, Clerk of Session on 

her cell at 609-658-6706, or home 609-298
-6589, and she will direct you. 

 Pastor Kristin’s official return date from 
parental leave is August 10. 

Accompanist — Bob Lowden 
Office Manager — Sheri Devlin, 298-1243 
     bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Join us on Zoom and/or Facebook each 
Sunday!  See the church calendar for worship 
info.  Links and materials are emailed each 
Friday for worship that Sunday.  If you are not 
receiving emails, contact the church office. 

BUILDINGS REMAIN CLOSED 

A special thank you to 
Bob for keeping music 

in all our 
hearts!! 

http://www.zoom.us
http://www.facebook.com/bordentownpresbyterian
http://www.bordentownpresbyterian.org/calendar.html
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Session Summary for July 
 
The Session met on July 28th and the following topics were discussed/announced: 
 

 The Session meetings will be moving back to the second Tuesday of the month.  The 
next meeting will be on August 11th. 

 We began the discussion of re-opening the church for worship as well as outside 
groups’ use of the building.  Session members will be developing procedures based on a 
three phase plan. 

 Although the expenditures for the church are under budget by about $4000, staff, 
insurance and utilities are still being paid.  The income from offerings is also under 
budget by approximately $15,000, adding $11,000 to our deficit. 

 Investments, although slightly lower, are holding their own!  However, should we fail to 
receive pledges as budgeted, these investments will have to be tapped into.   

 The Technology and Communication committee is meeting on a regular basis to ensure 
our ability to continue our virtual worship.  Fios Wifi was installed in the church on July 
23rd to allow us to have virtual worship in the sanctuary.   

 Dana sent out a Gratitude Challenge to the Sunday School participants and a Socially 
Distant Service Project Bingo Card for the Youth Group to complete.  Feedback on both 
was positive. 

 The Mission Commission continues to provide meals in the form of food bags to the 
motel residents.  Any donations to this effort will be greatly appreciated.  

 The Litter Cleanup Challenge sponsored by the Earth Care Team was successful with 
about 10 persons participating.  The goal of collecting 1000+ pieces of litter was 
achieved.   

 We wish to thank Reverend Larissa Kwong Abazia for being our moderator during 

Kristin’s maternity leave.  This has been a very challenging time for our church, due to 

the virus, and we greatly appreciate her guidance and positive attitude in helping us 

through this difficult time. 

Due to the Covid 19 crisis that closed our buildings, Interim 

Financial Statements will not be printed and distributed as 

they have in the past. 

If you are concerned about how your giving aligns with your 

pledge, please email me at gccarmichael@netscape.net  

mailto:gccarmichael@netscape.net

