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bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com

December 2021
Dear Siblings,
Happy New Year! November 28th marked the first Sunday in the Christian calendar, as we embark upon the
season of Advent. Advent is a season of being “In Between,” a season of anticipation and expectancy. We
journey in this season as a family waiting and looking for the coming of new life. What better way to begin
the new year than by celebrating gratitude and giving to others from our abundance? In October the
Session and I sent a letter to each of you regarding the generous gifts our church has received from Jean
Cifelli and Jean Allegretti. As we enter this new year, perhaps it is helpful to reflect on these generous gifts
and the ways in which they are allowing our church and the greater community to grow and thrive.
The Buildings & Grounds Commission has met and discussed a list of tasks that need to be done for our
properties. The list that has been proposed to and approved by Session is only the beginning of work that
will be done to repair, maintain, and beautify our properties. Session has approved the expenditure of up to
$9,000 for these initial projects.
The Worship Commission continues to meet and discuss items that will also improve the spiritual life of our
church. Some of the items that have been discussed are the commissioning of a new pottery communion
set to match our pottery font and pitcher, the re-silvering of our traditional communion set, the purchase of
new worship banners, and the purchase of the new Presbyterian Glory to God Hymnal.
The Mission Commission has created a list of local and regional organizations to provide funding on behalf
of our church. The donations to these organizations equals $178,000 to complete the giving of 10% of the
gifts we have received from Jean Allegretti to the community. The donations being given right now, in
addition to the $50,000 given to organizations in late 2020, are a remarkable way for our church family to
see the impact on the greater community of the generous gifts we have received. After hearing about
Session’s approval of the Mission Commission’s proposal, Jean Allegretti’s dear partner Tom Adams, stated:
“When I was a few lines into the first of the 16 entries in the detailed list of recipients, I stopped reading
because I suddenly and profoundly understood that this was Jeanie, Jeanie at work helping others. The
distinction between Jeanie alive and Jeanie deceased was for the moment abruptly removed. Assets that
were once hers were now out there solving for many people problems that they could not solve without
help - and the help is being delivered by Jeanie’s hand and with the full force and judgment of her
compassion.” Attached you can see the list Tom references and see God at work through the generosity of
Jean Allegretti and our congregation.
The final project with regard to the gifts we have received is the proposal of a list of needs from the
Christian Education Commission. However, we do not yet have a working Christian Education Commission.
The Session invites you to become part of a new Christian Education Commission and impact the
opportunities for spiritual growth through learning. As discussed at the presentation and discussion
following worship on October 10, 2021, Session wishes to be transparent and also needs the help of the
congregation in making decisions about how to continue to grow together.
Grace and love,
Pastor Kristin
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CHRISTMAS
CONCERT
December 7
December 12
December 13
December 14

December 16
December 17
December 18
December 22
December 24
December 27
December 28

December 29

Marlie Guicheteau
Domenick DelVecchio
Deb Branson
Ellis Rominiecki
Silvia Campo
Kim Murray
Caryl Tipton
Candace Walling
Marlene Lyszczak
Meredith Bolinger
Alexander Ryba
Justin Clark
Erin Chamberlin
Jenna Rominiecki
Alan Stoneback
Charlotte Brown
Judie Martin
Chase Seguin
Duane Arnold

Bob Lowden will be giving a
Christmas Concert at the
Beverly Presbyterian Church on
Sunday evening, December 12th
at 7 o'clock along with the
Christian Band,
VENN DIAGRAM.
It will be live streamed on
bpclive.sermon.net as well.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Mike C.; Doris Gorman;
Corinne (Marlene Lyszczak's daughter);
Vincene Palmonari;
Harold Scott, Paul Sootkoos.
Please contact the office to add someone to this long-term prayer list
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Christian Education
Sunday School AND Youth Group
Christmas Pageant Sunday is Sunday, December 12th. We'll see you at 9:15!
Rehearsal Dates: After Church on Sunday, December 5th and Saturday, December
11th from 2-4. *Please let Dana know which times you can attend so she knows who
she's looking for. It would be great if you could be at both rehearsals!*
Sunday School
We will be taking a break from class until the New Year. Please come and enjoy the
Advent Season in Worship!
Youth Group
After the pageant on Sunday, December 12th we will be going Ice Skating!! *Please let
Dana know ASAP if you plan on attending so she can work out details and get them
out to you. *

The Wanderers
The Wanderers (our senior group) will be having our Christmas
luncheon at O'CONNORS AMERICAN BAR & GRILLE on Thursday,
December 9th, at 12:00 noon. The address is 1383 Monmouth Rd.,
Easthampton, NJ (formerly Charlie's Other Brother Restaurant).
Mark it on your calendar (no doc appointments allowed). We have been enjoying our times
together and hope you can join us at O'Connor's. Please let me know if you have any
questions or whether you need a ride.
Gail Fouse
gandtfouse@gmail.com

Envelopes will be available on the last Sunday in December. They will be on the back counter. If
you require your envelopes to be mailed, please drop me a note either in my mailbox at Julien
House or via email gccarmichael@netscape.net.
Final giving statements will be available via email attachment if you wish. They
will be available near the end of January. Note that I cannot postdate donations.
If you want to include them in your 2021 giving I must have them by December
26. Anything after that will be recorded as 2022 giving.
George Carmichael
Chief Financial Secretary
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Session Summary
The Session met on November 23rd and the following topics were discussed/announced/decided:
 A discussion was held concerning the lack of volunteers to be part of the Christian Education
Commission. Responsibilities for this commission include:
− approve curriculum for Sunday School
− help with creating ideas for the youth group
− begin work on developing Christian education for all generations
− develop a list of needs for this commission which require extra funds
− general oversight of all Christian education
Please reach out to a member of Session if you would like to help with these responsibilities


The youth will lead the worship service on December 12th and the service will NOT be live
streamed, due to the fact that youth are involved



The Presbytery is accepting applications for Commissioners and Delegates to participate in
General Assembly 225. See Pastor Kristin if interested.



The nominating committee will be reaching out to members to fill 5 vacancies on the Session
Board and at least 6 vacancies on the Deacon Board. If you feel you would like to commit to a
two year term on either of these boards, please contact one of the following: Corinne Agins,
Simmee Darpino or Jane Erickson



The next Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on January 23, 2022, immediately after
worship.



Session approved the expenditure of $9000 from the Allegretti investments to resolve long
overdue maintenance of numerous needs at the Church, the Manse and the Julien House.
Session thanks the B&G Commission for its diligent work on creating a list of necessary
improvements.



Advent Season begins early this year - on November 28th - with the lighting of the Advent
wreath.

Your church’s mission at work:
− 40 meals were prepared and delivered October 31st, most to Pine and balance to Laurel Notch
motels
−

Some members helped Christ Episcopal Church prepare meals for persons working with Afghan
refugees at the joint base (one group of about 130 and another of about 500).

−

$435 was received for Peace & Global Witness, of which $326 was sent to Presbytery and $109 was
sent to Centurion in Princeton, a group that works to free wrongly convicted prisoners. Christmas
Joy collections will start November 28th.

−

Once again we will provide gift cards to residents of Pine Motel and have a plan for purchasing 40
gift cards at $20/each from Liberty II Diner to be handed out with the December mission meal.

−

We continue to exchange letters with Harold Scott, Paul Sootkoos‘s cellmate, and sent him two
books honoring his birthday on October 10th and $75 worth of holiday treats which he’ll receive in
mid-December.

−

The commission set aside up to $1,500 to help the de la Cruz family, paying off a large delinquent
medical bill and purchasing a number of necessary items to improve their quality of life (shoes,
underwear, winter gloves for Lissette, winter hats for the boys, crib/toddler bed, etc.)
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

7pm AA

5

6

7

10:30 Worship 7pm WBS
Pageant
7:30pm
rehearsal
Women’s AA
after worship

Tuesdays@2
Bible Study
6:30pm Naranon

12

13

14

9:30 Pageant
rehearsal
10:30
Worship/
Pageant
12noon YG Ice
Skating
7pm Concert
@Beverly

7 pm WBS
7:30pm
Women’s AA

Tuesdays@2
Bible Study
6:30pm Naranon

19

20

21

10:30 Worship NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
7:30pm
Women’s AA

Tuesdays@2
Bible Study
6:30pm Naranon

26

28

27

10:30 Worship 7:30pm
Mission Meal Women’s AA

Tuesdays@2
Bible Study
6:30pm Naranon
7pm Session Mtg

8

9
12noon
Wanderers
7pm AA

15

16

2-4pm
Pageant
rehearsal

17

18

23

24

25

7pm AA

7pm Christmas
Eve Worship &
Communion

30

31

8:30am Men’s
Breakfast
7pm AA

22

29

7pm AA

Pastor Kristin will be on vacation from 12/26/21 thru 1/2/22

Pastor Kristin’s Office Hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30 PM—4:30 PM

ALLEGRETTI ESTATE:
MISSION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED BY SESSION
RE ALLOCATION OF THE $178,000
ON NOVEMBER 23, 2021

“We've … become involved in rescuing stray and abandoned cats, trapping
and socializing feral kittens so they can be adopted, and trapping, neutering
and returning (TNR) those that can not be domesticated to a safe outdoor
surrounding.” To honor Jean’s love of cats

$50,000

$1,500

AMOUNT
$5,000

$10,000/family for rental assistance to move permanently from
homelessness to stability

$50,000

RECOMMENDED TO SESSION
RECIPIENT
FOCUS
Bordentown Area Motel
Deliver hot meals to motel residents every Friday and bags of groceries
Ministry, First Baptist Church monthly
of Bordentown;
https://bordentownbaptist.org/
Ministries/missions/
Bordentown City Cats,
https://bordentowncitycats.blo
gspot.com/

Bridge of Hope, Christian
Caring Center, Browns Mills,
NJ;
https://www.christiancaringce
nter.net/bridgeofhope
Camp Johnsonburg,
Johnsonburg, NJ;
https://www.campjburg.org/

$2 million Capital Campaign: Deck/Patio Lakeside Dining Hall;
“Construction of an expanded deck and patio overlooking the lake. Creating
this outdoor space with a scenic view will allow for both larger gatherings
and outdoor dining experiences. The new space will be named after the
donor and will bear a plaque with the donor information to recognize your
gift.” Tom asks that we use her full name, Jean Mershon Allegretti.
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Heifer International, Little
Rock, AR;
https://www.heifer.org/

Doctors without Borders,
Hagerstown, MD;
https://www.doctorswithoutbo
rders.org/
The Good Neighbor Guild of
the Greater Bordentown Area,
Trinity United Methodist
Church, Bordentown
Grace AME Church,
Crosswicks, NJ;
https://www.graceamecrosswicks.org/

“HIAS stands for a world in which refugees find welcome, safety, and
opportunity.”

“Accelerating the path to living incomes; Nutritious food. Shelter. Clean
water. A decent education. Access to health care. And a safe and secure
environment.”

New floor and undergirding since current floor is caving in and pews are
slanting toward aisle (now having services in Fellowship Hall, which due to
social distancing, can accommodate only about 10 people, as sanctuary
flooring is not safe)

Provide motel vouchers for transient and homeless people in the greater
Bordentown area

“An independent, global movement providing medical aid where it’s needed
most—independent, neutral, impartial”

Consolidated Fire
“Consolidated Fire Association is a 100% volunteer firehouse that provides
Association, Bordentown, NJ; fire, rescue and fire police to the residents that live in Bordentown City.”
https://consolidatedfire.org/

$3,000

$5,000

$5,000

$25,000

$5,000

$5,000

$2,500

HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant
Aid Society), Washington,
D.C.; https://www.hias.org/
HomeFront, Lawrenceville,
NJ;
https://www.homefrontnj.org/

“HomeFront’s mission is to end homelessness in Central New Jersey by
harnessing the caring, resources and expertise of the community. We lessen
the immediate pain of homelessness and help families become selfsufficient. We work to give our clients the skills and opportunities to ensure
adequate incomes, and we work to increase the availability of adequate,
affordable housing. We help homeless families advocate for themselves
individually and collectively.”
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Hope Hose Humane
Company #1, Bordentown
Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, Mary, Mother of Church
Conference, Bordentown;
http://svdpbordentown.org/
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen,
Trenton, NJ;
https://www.trentonsoupkitche
n.org/
Triad House Ewing, NJ
08638-1212;
https://www.lifeties.org/progra
ms/triad-house/
Trinity Table, Trinity United
Methodist Church,
Bordentown

"Triad House promotes a safe and inclusive environment for all youth and
emphasizes the importance of youth understanding and celebrating diversity
regarding their sexual orientation, gender orientation, religion and
ethnicity. Triad House was the first LGBTQ friendly group home in NJ."

“Our mission is to feed those who are hungry in the Trenton area and offer
programs that encourage self-sufficiency and improve the quality of life.”

Help struggling families with rent (paid directly to landlords) and utilities
(paid directly to the company)

“The organization’s mission is to aid in medical, fire and water related
emergencies in and around the City of Bordentown, Bordentown Township,
Fieldsboro, NJ and around Exit 7 of the New Jersey Turnpike.”

$5,000

$5,000

$3,500

$5,000

$2,500

$178,000

Prepare meals weekly for motel residents in area

TOTAL
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