
   

 

First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown  

Church Address: 420 Farnsworth Avenue 

Office Address: 435 Farnsworth Avenue 

Bordentown, NJ 08505   

Office Phone: 609-298-1243 

       

www.bordentownpresbyterian.org 

bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Dear Siblings, 

This time last year, Matt and I were getting ready to move to Bordentown, so I could become your pastor.  Now 
we have journeyed together through most of the seasons of the church year with some excitement along the 
way.  I have spent the past year observing the work to which our church is being called, within and beyond the 
walls of our physical buildings.  What I’ve noticed is that it seems to be a lot of just that- work.  Between all of 
the meetings and tasks that seem to need doing at the church, there does not seem to be as much time to build 
relationships, does there?  To that end, the session is inviting our church to embark upon an adventure in faith!  
This is a restructuring of sorts, one in which there will be fewer commissions and commitments and, we hope, 
more opportunity to grow in faith and in relationship together. 

This church has been operating with 10 commissions, for many of which the commissioner (session member 
responsible for moderating that commission) does all or most of the work.  In addition to these commissions 
are the session and the deacon board.  Unfortunately, despite a great deal of prayerful discernment by our 
nomination committee, no new members have felt called to serve as deacons this year. Therefore, the deacon 
board will be dissolved, with the 3 remaining deacons, serving on and advising one of our newly restructured 
commissions, allowing the needs previously fulfilled by the deacons to be absorbed by that commission.  Our 
new commissions are as follows: 

1. Fellowship Commission will absorb the responsibilities of the deacons, and then some.  This commission 
will discern and care for the communal needs of our congregation- visitors interested in membership, 
congregational events and meals, and pastoral care needs (for which there will be a designated 
Congregational Care Team). 

2. Administrative Commission will oversee finance and personnel matters, including stewardship (for which 
there will be a designated Stewardship Team). 

3. Worship Commission will work alongside the pastor to see that worship is Spirit-filled and meaningful to 
those participating, and that sacraments are carried out regularly. 

4. Christian Education Commission will work with our Director of Sunday School and Youth to discern the 
needs of these programs, as well as any new Adult Education opportunities on the horizon. 

5. Buildings and Grounds Commission will discern repairs and ongoing maintenance needed to keep our 
buildings and grounds in working order, so that we may fulfill the mission to which God is calling us as a 
church. 

6. Mission and Outreach Commission will discern ways in which our church is being called to serve the 
greater community. 

I realize that this is indeed an adventure upon which we are embarking.  It will require patience, creativity, and 
continued discernment from each and every one of us.  I hope you will also prayerfully consider areas to which 
God may be calling you to serve our church and community, which commission God may be calling you to be 
part of, and ways we might continue to build relationships in faith and have a little bit more fun together!  
Here’s to an exciting adventure in 2020 and beyond! 

Grace and love, 

Pastor Kristin 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Mike C., Shawna (Kochie) Catarinicchia, Doris Gorman, 

Janine Lang, Vincene Palmonari, Evelyn Seyebe, Paul Sootkoos. 

Please contact the office or the Deacon on call to add someone 
to this long term prayer list. 

Feb 2 Chris Venezia 

Feb 3 Denise Warner 

Feb 5 Karin Venezia  

Feb 6 Emily Albrecht 

  Billy Cook 

Feb 7 Barbara Hoffman 

Feb 11 Winston Taylor 

Feb 12 Alexander Freid 

Feb 14 George Chidley 

Feb 20 Derek Tafel 

Feb 22 Robert Lowden 

  Victoria Taylor 

Feb 23 Marion Stoneback 

Feb 24 Vincene Palmonari 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 8 
Don & Dana Ryba 

 

February 20  
Robert Joe Lee & Caryl Tipton 

 

February 24  
Josh & Kerri Pell 

The End of Year Financial Statements and 2020 giving envelopes are in the 

on the back counter in church.  Please pick them up so the church can save 

money on postage.  We will mail out unclaimed envelopes in March. 

Thank you. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Clip+Art+Prayer+Hands&view=detail&id=0DD329AEB47A8D933977BE7CBF76E42F6060DC0E
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WHO’S IN CHARGE 

FOR FEBRUARY 

Pastoral Care—Pastor Kristin Austew 
Phone:  609-817-4514 
Email:  PastorAustew@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

 11:00am-2:00pm 

Director of Music — Gwendolyn Huber 

Accompanist — Dr. Bob Lowden 

Office Manager — Sheri Devlin 
Phone:  609-298-1243 
Email:  bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
 10:30am-2:00pm 

Sunday Mornings 
To volunteer: 
 to be a Worship Reader, please contact  
  Donna Potts. 

 for Fellowship Hour, please contact
 Margaret Conover or sign up here — 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b4aaeae2caaf85-fellowship 

 
Worship Readers 
2/2—Elke McAteer 
2/9— 
2/16— 
2/23— 
 
Communion Servers — FEBRUARY 9TH 
Kerri Pell, Montana Pell, 
Cathy Elliott-Shaw, Elke McAteer 

DEACONS’ 

CORNER 
 

DEACONS’ MEETING 
Sunday, February 23 
(following Worship) 

 

WHAT IS THE JOB OF A DEACON AT OUR 
CHURCH? 
The Deacons are here for you, our church 
members and families.  If you find 
yourself in need of assistance, reaching 
out to the deacons can be the 1st step in 
the process.  We prayerfully consider 
each request confidentially and use the 
utmost discretion in providing the 
answers and solutions you need.  Think 
of the deacons as Pastor Kristin's 
assistants in pastoral care . Reach out 
and know you are safe with the deacons 
as part of your church family. 
 

Deacon on call: Jodi Hawryluk 
   609-558-5577 
Your Deacons:  Linda Blackwell, 
Jodi Hawryluk, Melonie Newton 

As an old year has ended and a new year has 

begun, I would like to offer a particular thank 

you for Christmas gifts and for so much time and 

energy contributed to the music program in 

2019.  Looking forward to 2020!   

 Wendy Huber 

From the Worship Commission 

The procedure, introduced a few years ago, of 3 
teams regularly preparing communion, has not 
held.  Volunteers were requested but no teams 
have been formed.   

Beginning on March 2, 2020, the commission is 
restoring the original institution of “servers 
prepare and clean up communion.”  The 
worship elder or a worship commissioner will 
be on site for each communion Sunday to guide 
our servers through the process as we revert 
back to this method.  

All current servers will be sent a set of 
instructions so you can review in advance.  

We look forward to working with our servers! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4aaeae2caaf85-fellowship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4aaeae2caaf85-fellowship
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Stewardship Snapshot 

Did you know that our own Bob Lowden, in addition to being a talented accompanist 
for us, volunteers his time to teach music to the children in Play and Learn? 

Beginning in January of 2019, Bob began volunteering three times a month to 
introduce the piano and music to the Play and Learn classes.  He works in half hour 
sessions with the older class every other week, while the younger children have music 
once a month. 

Bob teaches them the capabilities of the piano, how its constructed, its comparison 
with the organ, harpsichord, etc. and its highs, lows, soft and loud sounds.  The 
children learn about different styles of music, its elementary fundamentals, the 
musical alphabet (Do-Re-Mi, etc) through children’s songs, popular and classical 
music and hymns. 

Bob practices stewardship by sharing his God given gift of music in many ways.  Do 
you have expertise, a skill, or talent that you’d be willing to share? 

Deb Branson 

Stewardship 
Commissioner 

Henry van Dyke wrote this poem in 1907 while 
staying at the home of Williams College 
president, Harry Augustus Garfield. He was 
serving as guest preacher at Williams at the time. 
Van Dyke was an American author, educator, and 
clergyman, and told his host that the local 

Berkshire Mountains in western Massachusetts, had been his inspiration. 

The lyrics were first published in 1911 in van Dyke’s book of poems. 

The verses are simple expressions of common Christian feelings and desires. He had the 
intention of setting his poem to the main theme of Beethoven’s, Ode to 
Joy, the final movement of his ninth symphony. 

This hymn is generally considered by hymnologists to be one of the 
most joyous expressions of hymn lyrics in the English language. 

The hymn may be found in the Presbyterian hymnal on page 464, and 
may be heard on the church’s web site. 

Hymn of the Month 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

Lyrics by Henry van Dyke 
Music by Ludwig van Beethoven 



 5 

 

Food Pantry 
Ongoing donations of non-perishable food are collected in the basket on the right at the rear of 

the sanctuary.  Meals are delivered to St. Mary’s Church Food Pantry.  Standard monthly needs 

of the Food Pantry include: tuna, beefaroni, coffee, canned meat, kids cereal, jarred tomato 

sauce, canned fruit, soap, toilet paper, toothpaste.  See each week’s bulletin for the most 

current needs. 

Our Bread of Life Mission Meals 
Bread of Life Mission Meals are held on the last Sunday of each month.  If you would like to 

donate to this worthwhile mission in our church, you can write a check to The First Presbyterian 

Church of Bordentown and write “Mission Meal” or “Bread of Life Meals” in the memo section. 

Next Grocery Bag Mission 
Our church provides microwaveable meals for the homeless each month.  Our donation is 

combined with donations from other churches to provide grocery bags to homeless families living 

in local area motels.  Some examples of items you can donate are pop-top soup cans, Chef-

Boyardee pasta meals, or cans of stew.  You can put your donations in the basket in the back of 

the church, labeled “Grocery Bag Mission Meal.”  Thank you for your generosity! 

Ready To Distribute Meals!! 
The Mission Commission now has the cabinet put in place for Ready To Distribute Meals in 

Julien House.  From time to time, if you have the opportunity, we are looking to stock our new 

cabinet with items listed below.  You can place them right in the cabinet when you have a 

chance.  Your contributions will be greatly appreciated!  

 

 

Grace and Peace to all! 

The Mission Commission 

Pat Andrus, Karen Chamberlin, Robert Joe Lee, 

Bobbi Maiuro, Donna Potts, Karin Venezia 

Items we would be looking for:  

apple sauce, fruit cups, tuna packets, 

microwaveable meals, jello cups, juice 

boxes, water bottles, etc. 

ALL ARE INVITED ON ASH WEDNESDAY… 

For soup, bread and fellowship 
 

Date:  February 26, 2020  —  Time:  5:30-6:15 PM 
 

Lenten Art Project – All Ages 6:15 PM 

Imposition of Ashes 

Come and join us as we enter the season of Lent. 

If you would like to bring an appetizer or dessert, as a 

compliment to the meal, thank you in advance. 

Looking forward to seeing you! 
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Pastor Kristin Away 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 

2 
10:30 Worship  
w/Will Myers 

3 
7:30 pm  
Women’s AA 

4 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
6:30 pm Yoga 

5 6 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
5 Girl Scouts 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 
8:15 pm Bells 

7 
6-9 pm Art 
Show 

8 
12-4 pm Art 
Show 

9 

10:30 Worship 
& Communion 
12-3 pm Art 
Show 

10 
7 pm WBS 
7:30 pm  
Women’s AA 

11 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
6:30 pm Yoga 
7 pm Session 

12 
7pm B&G 
 

13 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
11:15 Wanderers 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 
8:15 pm Bells 

14 
 
 
6 Girl Scouts 

15 

16 
10:30 Worship 
w/Courtney 
Steininger 
12 pm Worship 
Commission 

17 
7:30 pm  
Women’s AA 

18 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
6:30 pm Yoga 

19 20 
Newsletter Deadline 

8 Men’s Brkfst  
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
5 pm Girl Scouts 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 
8:15 pm Bells 

21 
 
 
6 Girl Scouts 

22 
 

23 
10:30 Worship  
12 Deacons 

Mission Meal 

24 
7 pm WBS 
7:30 pm  
Women’s AA 

25 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
6:30 pm Yoga 

26 27 
11-2 Pastor’s 

Office Hrs 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 
8:15 pm Bells 

28 
 
 
6 Girl Scouts 

29 

Pastor Kristin Away 

Pastor Kristin Away 

Pastor Kristin Away 
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The Wanderers (55 and over) will meet at the Julien House 

Thursday, February 13th, at 11:15 am.  We will carpool to the 
Plumstead Grille in Cream Ridge for lunch. (Reservations are 
for 12:00 pm).  All seniors from our church and their friends 
are encouraged to join us.  Please email me or use the sign 
up sheet on the back counter. 
We will try to reschedule our trip to the Hydroponic Farm in the fall.  ~~Gail Fouse  

Session Synopsis for January, 2020 

The Session met on January 14th and the following topics were discussed/announced: 

The Annual meeting of the congregation/corporation was held on January 26th, 2020, with 30 
members in attendance.  The Pastor’s Terms of Call were approved and the following slate was 
accepted as nominated: 

The Christmas Joy collection amounted to $742 and was sent to the Presbytery.  Many thanks 
to all who donated. 

The Art Show Committee is currently working to advertise the Annual Art Show throughout 
the area which is to be held on February 7th, 8th and 9th.   

Communion was served to 106 congregants on Christmas Eve.  The pre-service concert was 
well attended and enjoyed by all.  (As an aside, 105 congregants were in attendance on Easter 
in April). 

Our new ministry of partnership and support with Harold “Wiz” Scott continues to grow.  After 
remembering him at Christmas, we received a marvelous piece of his artwork depicting the 
nativity which will soon be shared with the congregation.   

A new, slightly higher and ADA approved toilet was installed in the bathroom of the Church.  

Many thanks go out to Linda and Ted Miller and Marlene Lyszczak for their dedicated service 

to the Church through their involvement with the Session over the past few years.   

Elders 
Monica Seguin (23-1) 
Casey McEniry (21-1)) 
 
Financial Secretaries 
George Carmichael, Chief 
Jim Andrus 
Dot Barnard 
Jane Erickson 

Play and Learn Board 
Nancy Grim 
 
2020 Nominating Committee 
Kathie Ackerman 
Corinne Agins 
Simmee Darpino 
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"We endeavor in all things to nurture the fruit of the Spirit within the family of God." 

From FPCB Mission Statement 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS! 
Bring canned/packaged meals for Bordentown Motel Ministry 

by the THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (February 16) 
EVERY WEEK — Bring non-perishables for the Food Pantry 

 

February 2 — Worship w/ preacher Will Myers  

February 7, 8 and 9— ART SHOW 

February 9 — Worship & Communion w/Pastor Kristin Austew 

February 16 — Worship w/ preacher Courtney Steininger 
 Mission Commission Meeting 

February 23 — Worship w/Pastor Kristin Austew 
 Mission Meal following worship 

 
Check here for an update from our Mission Co-Workers, Jeff and Christi Boyd, serving in Africa. 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/come-fish-with-us/ 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/come-fish-with-us/

