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Hebrews 11:8-10 — By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

I remember the very first sermon I heard about faith, back at Greater New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church, when I was about 9 years old. Our pastor at the time was a big man, tall, 
probably in his late ‘50s. I don’t remember anything that he said in his sermon on faith, but I 
vividly remember something that he did. At one point, he took six or so steps away from the 
pulpit, then turned to face it, and looked down at the ground. After a few seconds of silence, right 
there in front of the whole congregation, he did a head-stand — balancing on his head, with his 
legs up in the air, for three or four seconds. When he landed back on his feet, the whole 
congregation applauded, and then he said, with a smile, “Now that’s faith!” 

I don’t remember anything else about his sermon, and honestly, I can’t quite put together now 
what the point of all this would have been. I mean, don’t get me wrong, the head-stand was 
awesome, but what was it supposed to teach us about faith? That it’s a little scary? That it can be 
foolish and fun? Or that if we do it right, it’ll earn us some applause? 

It’s a word that gets used a lot — “faith.” Of course, it’s at the center of our religious tradition, 
and all religious traditions, but the meaning of the word is hard to pin down. The book of 
Hebrews, in chapter 11, begins with a short definition: “Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” But the author of Hebrews — we don’t know who 
it is — figures that we could use more than this short definition, and so he or she goes on to 
describe faith for about 40 verses, offering over a dozen examples of people in the Bible who 
demonstrated faith. One of these examples is Abraham. This morning, I just want to reflect a 
little bit on Abraham’s faith, which looks very different from my pastor’s head-stand. That faith 
led my pastor to take a few steps, while Abraham’s faith led him to travel hundreds of miles.  

It all began back in Genesis 12, where we read, “Now the LORD said to Abram [who God 
eventually re-names Abraham], ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to a land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing.’” In these verses, God lays out a very big plan for 
Abraham’s life — a plan that will eventually give birth to the people of Israel, and much later to 
the people of Christianity, and even later to the people of Islam. And it all starts with a long, long 
journey for Abraham. It’s going to take time and resources and energy, it’s going to be 
dangerous, and, here’s the real kicker: Abraham doesn’t know where this journey ends. God just 



says “a land that I will show you.” Our reading today from Hebrews 11 emphasizes that when 
this journey begins, Abraham has no idea where he is going.  

And that’s where Abraham’s faith comes in. Despite the fact that his destination is unknown, and 
despite the fact that most of the details are unknowable, Abraham has faith that God will get him 
and his family safely there; he has faith that God is present and at work in his life, each step of 
the way; he has faith that ultimately God will be faithful to God’s promises, to bless Abraham 
and to make him a blessing to others. 

Now, there were many challenges and difficulties on Abraham’s journey. And with every 
challenge and difficulty, Abraham had the chance to doubt God. And make no mistake: Abraham 
did plenty of doubting along the way. But at the end of each day, he kept moving forward, in 
faith, until eventually, God led him and his family into the Promised Land. So, friends, I don’t 
think that doubt is the problem here, not for Abraham and not for us. We can be faithful and 
doubtful at the same time. To doubt means to have second thoughts or second feelings about this 
journey that we’re on, and it’s normal to doubt, and it’s okay to doubt. God just asks us to keep 
moving forward, like Abraham, one small step at a time. And even when we can’t see the path 
before us, and even when we don’t know how it’s all going to work out, God’s promises are true. 
God is present and at work on our journeys through life, every step we take.  

Now, there’s something strange about Abraham’s entrance into the Promised Land. Hebrews 11 
states that once Abraham arrived, he stayed there “as if in a foreign land, living in tents.” And not 
only did he do this throughout his life, but so did his son Isaac’s family and his grandson Jacob’s 
family. Though they had been promised this land as their inheritance, none of them ever had 
control over it; they were living in tents, as nomads, as foreigners. More than likely, this living 
situation came as a disappointment to Abraham. He assumed, I imagine, that once he got to 
where God was taking him, God would begin fulfilling God’s promises right away. God would 
make a nation out of him, so God said, so — let’s get going! But apparently, that’s not God’s 
plan. God doesn’t want Abraham to take the land by force, so he can be its “rightful ruler.” No, 
God wants Abraham to dwell in the land, as a foreigner, until the time is right for God to fulfill 
God’s promise. Abraham’s faith isn’t a faith that moves to take, but a faith that waits to receive. 
It’s not about what Abraham deserves or what he has earned, it’s not about him; it’s about what 
God graciously chooses to give Abraham, in God’s own timing. 

So, Abraham’s faith is a faith that waits. And waits, and waits. Even when he’s on the move, he is 
waiting. Even when he thinks he’s arrived, he is still waiting. Faith isn’t a short-term practice, 
but a long-term discipline. Faith embarks on a long journey, faith trusts, faith doubts, faith keeps 
moving forward, faith humbly receives and patiently waits. This is the faith that God gave to 
Abraham, and for which he is commended in the book of Hebrews. It can become our faith, too. 
May it become our faith, too. 

If it’s going to become our faith, we’re going to need God’s help. We’re going to need Christ’s 
nourishment. And that’s what this table gives us today. As we remember the life, death, and 



resurrection of Jesus this morning, may we receive in our own bodies, and embrace in our hearts 
and minds, the one whose perfect faith leads us ever-closer to our God. Amen. 


