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From the Pastor

New Year, Old Me
(This devo onal is by Rev. Emily C. Heath, one of my colleagues in the United Church of Christ.)
It's the time of year when every magazine, website, and Twitter feed is selling
headlines like "New Year, New You" or "Ten Ways to Lose Weight/Get Rich/Find Love/
Be the Best Person Ever in 2018." And, hey, if that kind of inspiration works for you,
more power to you. Go with it. May 2018 be your best year ever.
But for me, New Year's Day and the resolution-making process has never been all that
exciting. If anything, it's always a little depressing. I have made resolutions, but—
truth be told—I’ve never really felt all that motivated to keep them. I used to think
that was a character flaw. Now I just think that maybe resolutions tied to the date of
January 1 simply aren't right for me.
Really, no significant change in my life has happened because I set a date for it to
happen. I fell in love gradually and unexpectedly. And one day, in college, I decided
to trade my law school applications in for seminary ones, not because that day was
special, but because I just knew that was what I needed to do.
The thing about God's grace, as well as the changes that it causes us to make, is that
it rarely comes on our own schedules, and even less rarely on a date that (rather
arbitrarily) has come to be the start of a new year. So, my guess is that if something
big happens in my life this year, it will come because of God's grace, and it will come
on some random and unexpected date, and maybe all at once, or maybe little by little.
As for me, then, I'm not making resolutions this year. I've decided I don't want a "new
year, new me."
Really, it's taken a lifetime to get to this "me," and I'm pretty happy with who I am,
and all the little graces that have made me me. My hope is that next year, at this
time, I'll be pretty happy to be me too.
Prayer
Dear God, thank you for all the ways you change and shape my life every single day.
And thank you for another year. Amen.
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Jan 2—
Jan 3 —
Jan 5—
Jan 7—

Dorothy Barnard
Michael Galaida
Montana Pell
Robert Joe Lee
Frances Wolverton
Jan 11—Mike Van Pelt
Jan 13— Riley O’Malley
Jan 14— John Applegate
Jan 19— Mae Hamilton
Jan 21— Colleen Burke
Jan 22— Kathie Seaman
Jan 23— Ben Freid
Jan 27— Lori Marche

January 1
William & Candace Walling
January 6
Michael & Kristen Lukach
January 21
Cole & Donna Schleper

Per Capita for 2018

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS
Marie Katona; Vincene Palmonari;
Evelyn Seyebe; Edith Van Arsdale;
Paul Sootkoos; Mae Hamilton;
Jean Allegre ; Tom Adams;
Shawna (Kochie) Catarinicchia;
Ann McFate.
Please contact the oﬃce or the Deacon
on call if you wish to add someone to
this long‐term prayer list.

The annual per capita amount for 2018 is
$37.00 per congregation member. The annual
per capita is a combined amount requested by
Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly to
support the administrative costs of our
denomination. Our congregation is a recipient
of many of the services provided by each of
these judicatories, including Christian
education resources, help in securing a pastor,
Presbyterian leadership training for elders,
deacons, and teachers, youth retreats, etc.
$37 per member is not a big burden when
compared to the services rendered. Please
help our congregation fulfill its responsibility by
using the Per Capita envelope.

Thank you!!
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Deacons’
Corner
DEACONS MEETING: Sunday, January 7
(following Worship)

THANK YOU to everyone who helped to create a
lovely celebra on at the Silver Tea. We all enjoy
sharing this me of fellowship each year.

WHO’S IN CHARGE FOR
JANUARY
Pastoral Care—Rev. William Stell
PastorWilliam@bordentownpresbyterian.org
Church Oﬃce: (609) 298‐1243
Cell: (609) 316‐7165
Deacon‐on‐Call or the Deacon moderator (Pat
Andrus, 499‐1038)
Director of Music — Gwendolyn Huber
Accompanist — Dr. Bob Lowden
Oﬃce: bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com

Sunday Mornings
The deacons are planning an outreach project
for our college students for February. Please
make sure that the church oﬃce has the current
mailing address for any college student in your
family. We want to be sure that we can contact
all of them.
FOOD PANTRY: Ongoing dona ons of non‐
perishable food are collected in baskets at the
rear of the sanctuary. A deacon delivers these to
St. Mary’s Food Pantry. Current needs of the
Food Pantry include: shampoo; body lo on;
razors; toothpaste.
MEDICAL SUPPLY CLOSET: Please contact the
Deacon on Call if you are in need of medical
supplies (i.e. walkers, canes, portable toilets).
We are not collec ng addi onal supplies at this
me.

To volunteer:
 to be a Worship Reader, please contact
Donna Po s.
 for Fellowship Hour, please contact
Kathie Ackerman.
Worship Readers
1/7—
1/14—
1/21—
1/28—

Fellowship Hour
1/7—
1/14—
1/21—
1/28—

Deacon on call: Amy Dallas 259‐5498

Communion Servers — January

Your Deacons,
Pat Andrus, Megan Arnold, Karen Chamberlin,
Amy Dallas, Jane Erickson, Marlene Lyszczak,
Bobbi Maiuro, Lisa Van Pelt

Communion Servers — February

Youth Deacon: Celia Bolinger
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Our next Bread of Life Mission Meal: Sunday, January 28, 2018 (immediately following worship)
If you would like to donate to this worthwhile mission in our church, please write a check to The First
Presbyterian Church of Bordentown and write “Mission” or “Bread of Life Meals” in the memo
section.
Grocery Bag Mission Due Date: Ongoing. We deliver items to First Baptist Church in Bordentown.
Our church provides microwaveable meals for the homeless each month. Our donation is
combined with donations from other churches to provide 20-30 grocery bags to homeless families
living in local area motels. Some examples are pop-top soup cans, Chef-Boyardee pasta meals, or
cans of stew. We have a basket in the back of the church, labeled “Grocery Bag Mission”. If you
can donate some items for this monthly collection, please place them in this basket. Thank you for
your generosity!
Ready to Distribute Mission Meals
The Mission Team has been making up paper bags containing non-perishable food that can be
stored and is ready to be distributed. The bags consist of bottles of water, juice, cereal, soups,
microwaveable meals, fruit cups, puddings and anything else that stores well and doesn’t need
refrigeration. Please help us continue this important mission in our church by making up a bag now
and then that can be stored at the church. Give your donated bag to anyone on the Mission Team
and we will put it in storage.
Grace and Peace to all!
The Mission Team,
Blake Bolinger, Karen Chamberlin, Jane Erickson, Bobbi Maiuro, Karin Venezia

The Deacons have provided these addresses for those who wish to send gree ngs to:
Evelyn Seyebe
Champions at Porters Neck
1007 Porters Neck Road #336
Wilmington, NC 28411
*Paul. D. Sootkoos #156334
Arkansas Valley Correc onal Ins tu on
12750 Highway 96 Unit 6P
Ordway, CO 81034
*Recommend using church return address.
Edith Van Ardsdale
The Clare Estate, Room M004
201 Crosswicks Street
Bordentown, NJ 08505
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

7

8

9

10

YG Pizza lunch
5‐6 pm Yoga

15

16

17

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

21

22

23

24

Mee ng
5‐6 pm Yoga
YG 6 pm

29

5

6

11

12

13

19

20

26

27

Wanderers12pm
6 pm Percussion
7 pm Choir
7:30 pm AA

18

25
6 pm Percussion
7 pm Choir
7:30 pm AA
8:15 pm Bells

10:30 Worship 7 pm WBS
Congrega onal 7:30 pm
Annual
Women’s AA

28

Sat

8 am Men’s
Breakfast
6 pm Percussion
7 pm Choir
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Worship
5‐6 pm Yoga
YG 6 pm

4

Fri

7:30 pm AA

10:30 Worship 7 pm WBS
Communion
7:30 pm
7 pm Session 7 pm B&G
Deacons mtg
Women’s AA

14

Thu

30

31

10:30 Worship
Mission Meal
5‐6 pm Yoga
YG 6 pm

OFFICE HOURS: Wed, Thurs 10 am - 1 pm
SUNDAY MORNINGS: Children’s Chime Choir 8:55am ~ Church School, All Ages 9:15 am ~ Worship 10:30 am
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The Wanderers will meet on Thursday, January 11th, at 12:00 noon
in Fellowship Hall at church.
We will be chipping in for our pizza lunch. Salad and drinks will
be provided. Annual dues ($10) will be collected. Please bring
ideas for future events.
Our program is a Sing-a-Long with our Dr. Bob Lowden who is ready to bring back
lots of memories! We look forward to Bob's gift of music and good fellowship!
All seniors of our church and their friends are invited to join us. There will be a
sign-up sheet on the church counter.

Sunday School
January 7th
January 14th
January 21st
January 28th
Youth Group
January 7th: Pizza Lunch at 1pm!! I need a student and a parent WITH a calendar!! We
need to chat about the Youth Group Schedule and whether or not we're going on a
Mission Trip this year. *PLEASE try to make it!!! I'll do my best to get you in and out so
you're not there all day, but I have some really important things we need to talk about!
Thank you!
Central Jersey Choral Society
On Sunday, January 14, 2018, CJCS will be performing Bach’s exquisite fugues set to
Psalm 130 and a selec on of Psalms by Mendelssohn. Through their se ngs of the
Psalms, we will present together Bach and Mendelssohn, his student displaced through
me. The Psalms are some of the most singable texts ever wri en, and there is no be er
way to spend an evening than in the hands of these interpreta ons of the Psalms.
Concert Details
Sunday, January 14, 2018 ‐ 4:30pm
Princeton Meadow Event Center, 545 Meadow Road, Princeton, NJ
*See Dana for cket details or go to cjchoralsociety.org
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Thank you all for a great year of music!
 Choir rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 11 at the usual me.
 Hand Bell Choir rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 25 at the usual me.
 The choir will sing the Anthem on Sunday, January 7th.

A Healthy and Happy New Year to All!

A BIG thank you to the Congregation for the very
generous gifts! We are extremely moved by your
generosity and love.
Love to ALL with many blessings,
Pastor William, Guy, Wendy, Bob, Dana, Don and Donna

Envelope Pickup/Statements
Please pick up your 2018 envelope boxes
from the back counter. The 2017 giving
summary will be on the back counter by the
last Sunday in January. Please pick them up
and save us postage.
Thanks,
Chief Financial Secretary

Sunday School and
Youth Group start up
on January 7th.

8

"We endeavor in all things to nurture the fruit of the Spirit within the family of God.
From FPCB Mission Statement

JANUARY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS!
Bring canned/packaged meals for Bordentown Motel Ministry
On the THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (January 21)
January 7—
January 14—
January 21—
January 28—

Worship and Communion; Sunday School ;YG pizza lunch; Deacons’ mee ng
Worship
Congrega onal Mee ng following Worship
Mission Meal following Worship
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