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Saying Good-Bye
“It’s good to cry,” my mom would say, “whenever you lose someone or something.” If you
experience a loss and aren’t all that sad about it, that means you haven’t lost anything special. But
if you’re sad, that means you’ve been given something beautiful. “Your tears are a testimony to
God’s blessings in your life,” she would say.
Her words would infuse gratitude and peace into my sadness.
But even after hearing them, I would still feel sad.
One night, while in college, I went to a small concert and met a young woman who had been
living in Uganda for a couple of years. After the concert, she and I spoke for almost two hours. At
the time, I had a hunch that God was calling me to live overseas in the near future. Our dialogue
about her experiences and my desires felt like one of the most Spirit-led conversations I’d ever had.
At the end, knowing that our paths were unlikely to cross again, she gave me a hug and said, “I
hope I see you again, but if I don’t…well, I’ll see you in Heaven.” Those were the very last words
she spoke to me. I haven’t seen her since then, but I’ve used that line more than once myself: “If I
don’t see you again, I’ll see you in Heaven.”
Those words breathe the promise of eternity into my earthly losses.
But even after speaking them, I’ve still lost something.
When I left Jordan, I cried a lot over the good-byes. But the one I cried over most was my good
-bye to Hazem, the 14-year-old Deaf-Blind boy with whom I’d been working for a year. Because of
his limited communication abilities, Hazem couldn’t understand my good-bye and couldn’t say
good-bye back. There was no way to tell him that I was leaving. I just left.
Most good-byes are both bitter and sweet: bitter because of the sadness we feel over the loss,
sweet because a poignant beauty emerges in shared grief, which bears witness to shared joys.
When I said good-bye to Hazem, I was especially mindful of the bitterness.
But now, preparing to say good-bye to this church, I am especially mindful of the sweetness.
For two years, we have journeyed alongside each other. Learning, listening, laughing, crying,
sharing, hurting, growing, loving together.
We are still sad. But the blessings are still—and will always be—sweet.
Peace
and Love,
William
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Happy Anniversary
July 8
Cristy & Mike Ortu
July 2
July 5
July 6
July 10
July 11
July 13
July 16
July 18
July 19
July 22
July 23
July 26
July 27
July 29

Keith Conover
Cole Schleper
Carly Potts
Donna Schleper
Michelle Venezia
Blake Bolinger
Corrin Arnold
Joseph Campo
Gail Fouse
Gwyneth Rominiecki
Alicia Kitner
Nina Horton
Johanna Heine
Casey McEniry
Michael Onofri
Matthew Dallas
Jeffrey Conover
Cristy Ortu
Michael Murray
Mary Terry

July 25
Stanley & Jodi Hawryluk

Come one - Come All
Luncheon in Fellowship Hall
following worship
Sunday, July 15th
Everyone in our church family is
invited to share a light lunch hosted
by the Deacons.
We will bid farewell to Pastor
William as he leaves to begin his
doctoral studies at
Princeton University.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Vincene Palmonari; Evelyn Seyebe; Edith Van Arsdale;
Paul Sootkoos; Mae Hamilton; Shawna (Kochie) Catarinicchia.
Please contact the office or the Deacon on call if you wish to add someone
to this long-term prayer list.
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Deacons’ Corner
No Deacons’ Meeting in July!
NEXT DEACONS MEETING
Sunday, August 12th
(following Worship)
Deacons Hosting Luncheon
Sunday July 15th
Everyone in our church family is invited to
share a light lunch and bid farewell to
Pastor William following worship in
Fellowship Hall. This will be his final day to
lead our worship service before leaving to
begin doctoral studies at Princeton
University.
Helping Hands program continues
We have volunteers who can bring a meal
to your home or provide transportation to
church or a doctor visit. Just call the
Deacon of the Month to arrange for
assistance.
Deacons' Fund replenished by
contributions
Thank you to all who have responded to
our recent request for donations. This
fund is used for any luncheons or
receptions, care packages sent to college
students and home based members,
purchase of Care Notes, greeting cards and
postage, flowers or plants for hospitalized
members, and emergency financial
assistance. Please continue to support this
fund. The envelope boxes contain
envelopes marked for Deacon Fund four
times each year. If you do not have an
envelope box you can use a pew envelope
and mark it as Deacon Fund contribution.
Thank you for your generosity.
Deacon on call: Amy Dallas — 259-5498
Your Deacons:
Pat Andrus, Megan Arnold, Linda Blackwell,
Karen Chamberlin, Amy Dallas, Jodi Hawryluk
Bobbi Maiuro, Melonie Newton
Lisa Van Pelt, Maggie Hetman (Youth)

WHO’S IN CHARGE
FOR JULY
Pastoral Care—Pastor William Stell
PastorWilliam@bordentownpresbyterian.org
Church Office: (609) 298-1243
Cell: (609) 316-7165
Deacon-on-Call or the Deacon moderator
(Pat Andrus, 499-1038)
Director of Music — Gwendolyn Huber
Accompanist — Dr. Bob Lowden
Office Manager — Sheri Devlin, 298-1243
Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:30-2
bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings
To volunteer:
to be a Worship Reader, please contact
Donna Potts.
for Fellowship Hour, please contact
Kathie Ackerman.

Worship Readers
7/1 — Robert Joe Lee
7/8 — Bobbi Maiuro
7/15 — Robert Hake
7/22 —
7/29 —
Fellowship: Simple refreshments will be
available with no sign-ups necessary. If you
have something you would like to share,
bring it along. Lemonade and Iced Tea will
always be on the table.
July Communion Servers (Intinction)
Pat and Jim Andrus,
Robert Joe Lee,
Pastor William
August Communion (Intinction)
Amy Dallas,
Bobbi Maiuro,
John Robertshaw,
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Food Pantry
Ongoing donations of non-perishable food are collected in the basket on the right at the rear of the
sanctuary. Meals are delivered to St. Mary’s Church Food Pantry. Standard monthly needs of the Food
Pantry include: tuna, beefaroni, coffee, canned meat, kids cereal, jarred tomato sauce, canned fruit,
soap, toilet paper, toothpaste.

Our Bread of Life Mission Meals
Bread of Life Mission Meals are held on the last Sunday of each month. If you would like to donate to this
worthwhile mission in our church, you can write a check to The First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown
and write “Mission Meal” or “Bread of Life Meals” in the memo section.

Next Grocery Bag Mission
Our church provides microwaveable meals for the homeless each month. Our
donation is combined with donations from other churches to provide grocery bags
to homeless families living in local area motels. Some examples of items you can
donate are pop-top soup cans, Chef-Boyardee pasta meals, or cans of stew. You
can put your donations in the basket in the back of the church, labeled “Grocery
Bag Mission Meal.” Thank you for your generosity!

Coming soon!
The Mission Commission will be updating how we handle our Ready To Distribute Meals. In the past we
reached out to the congregation to provide bags already assembled with items we could hand out to people
asking for help. We have decided, instead, to designate a couple of shelves in the Julien House with items
we can hand out when the need arises, which seems to be once every couple of months.
Items we would be looking for:
Apple sauce, Fruit cups, Tuna packets, Microwaveable meals, Jello cups,
Juice boxes, Water bottles, and other similar items.
Grace and Peace to all!
The Mission Commission:
Pat Andrus, Karen Chamberlin, Robert Joe Lee, Bobbi Maiuro, Donna Potts, Karin Venezia

Are you interested?
During her term as session elder for Worship, Kathie Ackerman initiated the idea of training
members to prepare communion on the first Sunday of the month. This system has worked
very well for those serving communion.
At this time, I am asking for new volunteers to set up our monthly communions. If you
presently do not serve on a church committee, please consider this request. You may prepare
it on your own or you can be paired with a partner. You would prepare
communion three times each year. The assigned communion servers clean
up after the service. Please consider this request as a way to help out.
Contact Donna Potts at 609.954.7677 or djpotts@optonline.net.
Thank you for your consideration.
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Sun

Mon

1

2

10:30 Worship
Communion
3:45 Outing
Group

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

8

9

Tue

3

Wed

4

10

11

7 pm Session 7 pm B & G

15

17

18

10:30 Worship
Youth Mission
Trip Leaves

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

29

30

10:30 Worship
Mission Meal
Church Picnic
rain date

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

8 am Men’s
Breakfast

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

23

Sat

7:30 pm AA

10:30 Worship

22

5

Fri

7:30 pm AA

10:30 Worship/
Congregational 7:30 pm
Women’s AA
Meeting

16

Thu

Wedding

7:30 pm AA

24

25

26

27

28

Youth Mission Church Picnic
Trip Returns 1 pm
7:30 pm AA

31

OFFICE HOURS: Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:30am-2pm
SUNDAY MORNINGS: Worship 10:30 am
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STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL
IF YOU……
photocopied it
publicized it
put it up
schlepped it
carried it
prepped it
“physically agitated it”
(washed berries)
sliced it (berries and cake)
cut it (the grass)
washed it
wiped it
dried it
watched it (the weather)
baked it
bought it
set it up
hung it (the lights)

decorated it
folded it
wrapped it
tied it
collected it
cooked it
served it
poured it
attended it
packed it
counted it
took it down
cleaned it up
sold it (leftovers)
smoothied it
PRAYED it
SHARED IT,

I am sincerely grateful for your participation!
Thank you to all who made the Strawberry Festival happen again in 2018! I
appreciate your willingness to participate and return each year as we serve
our Bordentown community.
Donna Potts
Chairperson

WEEK OF HOPE MISSION TRIP 2018
Burtonsville, Maryland — July 22-27
Saturday, July 21 — Luggage Drop-off from 5-6pm
Sunday, July 22 — Meet at the church @10:30 am
Any questions, please contact Dana Maiuro
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Hymn of the Month
Blessed Assurance
The author of the hymn, Fanny Crosby, lived in the Manhattan
slums and worked in rescue missions. Phoebe Knapp, the
composer of the hymn, lived in a mansion in Brooklyn. Fanny
was a frequent house guest. One day in 1873, Phoebe had a
tune she wanted Fanny to hear. Fanny, being blind, listened attentively, and upon its completion, exclaimed, “Blessed assurance!” Fanny quickly penned the words. Many years
later, Dwight l. Moody was preaching in New York, and had popularized Fanny’s hymns
around the world. Whenever she attended a meeting, she refused to be recognized, disavowing any acclaim. At one meeting the church was filled, and Moody’s son, much to
Fanny’s bewilderment, led her onto the platform just as they were singing, “Blessed Assurance.” She took her seat amid a thunderous ovation, humbly thanking God for making
her a blessing to so many.
This wonderful hymn may be found on page 341 in our hymnal, and may be heard on the
web site.

Adopt-A-Job - Round #2
Have you seen the new list of opportunities for anyone who would like to help
keep the church in an orderly, workable condition? It can be seen in either
the back of the church or in Fellowship Hall. The first list of projects went
very well. Almost everything has been completed or is in the process of
completion.
This new list of jobs is broken down into small do-able projects. All you have to do is sign up for
one of the jobs and enlist the help you need to complete it. This is a great Fellowship/
Stewardship opportunity. We hope everything will be completed by the end of the summer.
Thank you for all your help.
Maintenances Room
1. Move old shelves, chairs, relocate mop buckets. Set up new shelves on
back wall
2. Get rid of all old tables (keep 5 for strawberry festival, etc). Get rid of old
TV. If there is a long table suitable for the kitchen consider replacing
what’s there.
3. Organize paints, tools, etc. Label area(s).
Others areas
4. Clean and reorganize balcony area.
5. Gather all display boards, easels, projector screens and designate an area for them.
6. Find a recipient for old hymn books.
Add a Job as you see a need
7.
8.
9.
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Session Meeting Synopsis
The Session met on June 12th where the following topics were discussed/announced:
 The Pentecost special offering was received in May for a total of $595. 40% of this, or $238,
has been placed in the fund for the youth group’s mission trip.
 The ready-to-eat bag meal program is being invigorated.
 The Mission trip this year will be from Sunday, July 22nd, to Friday, July 27th, in Burtonsville,
Md., with 13 youth attending. Details of the Mission Trip program can be found at: http://
groupmissiontrips.com/pc/first-presbyterian-church-of-bordentown-bordentown.
 On May 18th, the youth group completed a successful lock-in with 10 participants.
 The net income from the Art Show was just over $2,100.
 Total Per Capita collected: $2,125 (77% of anticipated collection).
 The monies from the Cifelli estate have been invested in a new Ventura Investment account as
well as in a money market account at Investor’s Bank.
 The Allegretti estate task force is meeting as needed to address ongoing issues with the estate.
Additional help will eventually be needed from the congregation with the clean-up of the
house and general preparations for the estate sale. An outside professional is being retained
to conduct the estate sale.
 Play and Learn ended the school year on June 8th. Jen Cicero thanked the Session and the
congregation for the church’s help and support.
 Given that our piano’s sound board has a crack that is slowly, but exponentially, growing
worse, we have arranged to purchase a professionally rebuilt Steinway piano and are hoping
to donate our current one to a local Presbyterian Church in need. Our new piano should be in
place by mid-July.
 Thank you to the Deacons for the great job they did in cleaning and organizing the shed.
 Thank you to Kathie Ackerman for her “Adopt-A-Job” project, as well as all who participated in
the clean-up.
 The Pastor Selection committee is
meeting weekly, reading and
discussing resumes.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2018 ANNUAL PICNIC!
Date:

Saturday, July 28

Time:
Where:

1 pm until ???
The Back yard of
Robert Joe Lee,
Caryl and Hannah
93 Paxson Avenue, Hamilton

Rain date: Sunday, July 29

Address:

The following will be provided:
♦ A large back yard with shade, inground pool, ball courts (volleyball, basketball
and badminton), horseshoe pits, cornhole game, grill
♦ A dish of baked beans supplied by Robert Joe and family
♦ Plastic trash bags
♦ Some tables and chairs

If you wish, bring a dish to share!
Please bring the following for you and your family:
♦ Items you want grilled, if any, or sandwiches
♦ Beverages/ice
♦ Forks, knives, plates, cups, napkins
♦ Lawn chairs
♦ For swimmers—Swim wear and towel
♦ Anything else you need to enjoy a sunny, pleasant summer afternoon including
any lawn or outdoor games you might like to play or share

DIRECTIONS

When you’re close to the house on Paxson Avenue: Our house is the seventh house on the left
(including the first house on the corner on Nottingham Way) heading north from Nottingham
Way. Look for the log cabin mailbox next to the driveway. Our driveway is the concrete one —
not the larger gravel one. NOTE: Please do not park on the street in front of our house or in
the neighbor’s gravel driveway next door!!!
VIA I-195 (E or W) or 130S: Take I-195 to Exit 3B, "Hamilton Square." Turn left at the fourth light
onto Route 33. Turn right at second light (Wendy’s on left) onto Paxson Avenue. Proceed across
Nottingham Way at light and see box above.
VIA 130N: Take I-295 North. Take Exit 60 onto I-195. Follow directions for I-195 to house. OR If
already in Bordentown, take 130N toward New Brunswick. Take Yardville/Groveville (Rt. 156) exit,
turn right at top of ramp onto Church Street (which becomes Yardville-Hamilton Square Road), go
straight at stop sign, go straight through light at South Broad, cross over I-195, and follow directions
for I-195 above.
VIA I-295N: Take 295 North to Exit 63A, Mercerville/33 to 535E. At bottom of ramp, turn right at stop
sign. Go straight through the next two lights and bear left when the road forks at the third light (this is
where Rt. 33 bears right). Go straight through the next light and get in the right lane. At the next light
(Bill’s Tavern on left), known as 5 points, bear to the right (do not turn right, left or go straight)
between a bank and a fire station. At the next light, turn left onto Paxson Avenue and see bold text
above.
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"We endeavor in all things to nurture the fruit of the Spirit within the family of God."
From FPCB Mission Statement

JULY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS!
Bring canned/packaged meals for Bordentown Motel Ministry
On the THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (July 15)
July 1 — Worship, Baptism and Communion

July 8 — Worship & Congregational Meeting
July 15 — Worship—Pastor William’s last, followed by a farewell luncheon!
July 22-27 — Mission Trip
July 28 — Annual Church Picnic (Rain date July 29)
July 29 — Mission Meal (following Worship)

First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown
435 Farnsworth Avenue
Bordentown, New Jersey 08505

www.bordentownpresbyterian.org
bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com

