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From the Pastor
Dear Siblings,
Christ is risen! Alleluia! All of this month we celebrate the season of Easter. What a perfect
time to meditate on new life and growth! During worship on May 5th, an elder is installed to our
Session. During worship on May 12th, an infant is baptized. The Spirit is truly living and moving
in this church!
In the 5th Century, St. Augustine described baptism as an “outward and visible sign of an inward
and invisible grace.” In baptism we are claimed and named by God. As Presbyterians we believe
“that God claims people in love even before they are able to respond in faith” (Book of Order W3.04), which is why we baptize young children. When we baptize young children who do not yet
fully understand the meaning of this powerful act, their parents and our church make a promise
to nurture and guide that child.
When we elect elders to serve on Session, we make a commitment as a congregation, to
support, to encourage, and to respect these elders. It is the responsibility of the Session to
prayerfully engage in “discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people” (Book of
Order G-2.03), and each elder is elected by the congregation to this office. Installation services
give us an opportunity to lift up in prayer all elders currently serving on Session, and to commit
to holding them in prayer as they continue to serve.
The beauty, and the mess, of being in Christian community is that we are all at different points in
our faith journey! During my service of installation as Pastor, the children gave us each a scallop
shell as a reminder 1) of our baptism, and 2) that we are pilgrims on this journey together. As
you remember your baptism this month, I invite you to engage in prayer with me about how God
might be working through you to “create new heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17a).
What does this look like? Could God be calling you to serve our church in a new way? What are
the unique gifts you bring to the ministry of this church? Finally, how will you reach out to others
in this congregation with love, grace, and support?
Grace and love,
Pastor Kristin
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5/01

Sofie McAteer

5/02

Jim Andrus

5/03

Evelyn Seyebe

5/04

Melonie Newton

5/06

Barbara Kimball

5/13

Chloe Arnold
Dave Chamberlin
Kara Chamberlin
Melanie Rice

5/16

Loren Grabowski

5/18

Megan Patterson

5/19

Hannah Lee

5/23

Autumn Conover

5/25

Anne Hernandez

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS
Shawna (Kochie)
Catarinicchia,
Vincene Palmonari,
Evelyn Seyebe,
Paul Sootkoos,
Edith Van Arsdale.
Please contact the office or the Deacon on
call if you wish to add someone to this long
-term prayer list.

May 1
Christopher & Samantha Stark
May 4
Dennis & Bobbi Maiuro
May 7
Dave & Karen Chamberlin
Richard & Loren Grabowski
May 16
Gordon & Donna Potts
May 17
Richard & Cathy Shaw
May 18
Phillip & Karin Venezia

On Thursday, May 9th the Wanderers will
meet at the Julien House at 10:00 am to
carpool to the Hindu temple, BAPS Madir,
in Robbinsville for a 10:30 am tour of this
beautiful temple.
After our tour, we
plan to have lunch at
LongHorn
Steakhouse in
Hamilton
Marketplace.
All members and friends are invited.
** Also, only a few seats left for the
December Christmas show,
see Gail Fouse if interested.
Sign up sheet is on the church counter.
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Deacons’
Corner
NEXT DEACONS’ MEETING
Sunday, May 19 (following Worship)
COLLEGE STUDENT GIFT CARDS
Letters of support and
encouragement,
including gift cards to
either Dunkin Donuts
or Starbucks, have
been mailed out to our
college students. A
little fuel to help them
through finals!
SENIOR PICNIC
The deacons are in the
planning process for a
Senior picnic. We’ve
chosen a tentative date
of Saturday, June 8th at
12:00 pm. More
information will be
available in May. Hold
the date Seniors!
Deacon on call:

Melonie Newton
609-373-3888

Your Deacons,
Megan Arnold
Linda Blackwell,
Karen Chamberlin
Margaret Conover,
Jodi Hawryluk
Bobbi Maiuro,
Melonie Newton
Youth Deacon: Montana Pell

WHO’S IN CHARGE IN MAY
Pastoral Care—Pastor Kristin Austew
Phone: 609-817-4514
Email: PastorAustew@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday
10:00am-12:30pm
Deacon-on-Call or the Deacon moderator,
Bobbi Maiuro — 609-865-4853
Director of Music — Gwendolyn Huber
Accompanist — Bob Lowden
Office Manager — Sheri Devlin
Phone: 609-298-1243
Email: bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tues, Thurs, Fri
10:30am-2:00pm
Sunday Mornings
To volunteer:
 to be a Worship Reader, please contact
Donna Potts.
 for Fellowship Hour, please contact
Margaret Conover
Worship Readers
5/5 — Johanna Heine
5/12 —
5/19 — Bobbi Maiuro
5/26 — Robert Joe Lee
Fellowship Hour
5/5 —
5/12 —
5/19 —
5/26 — Potluck
Communion Servers — May
Karen Chamberlin, Loren Grabowski,
Ted Miller, Linda Miller
Communion Servers — June
Megan Arnold, Lisa Van Pelt,
Robert Joe Lee, Corinne Agins
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Pentecost Special Offering — June 9
“God, from my youth you have taught me.” Ps. 71:17
We are in the season of Pentecost! That’s when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
birthday of the church. Our Presbyterian body nationwide has made this the second of four special
offerings. Why?
This offering invites Presbyterians across the country to invest in the faith formation of our youth,
the future of the church. Contributing to this special offering enables you to join in ministries that
celebrate the work of the Spirit in the formation of the youth of our congregation, the larger church, and
the world beyond. Since the Pentecost Special Offering began in 1998, Presbyterians have raised over
$15 million to support ministries that inspire youth to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the
church and the world.
This collection will be received from April 28th through Pentecost Sunday, June 9th. It will be
distributed as follows:
 40% will be retained by our congregation for programs focused on children at risk and
development of children and youth in our church and the area.
 60% will be disbursed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency and shared among three ministries:
 25% for volunteer programs that bring young adults together in fellowship, worship, and
service throughout the world. This supports Young Adult Volunteers, young adults from 19 to
30 years old, who spend a year of intentional service living in Christian community, deepening
and developing their faith, while serving alongside partners in sites across the United States
and around the world.
 25% for ministries that guide youth (ages 12-18) in their walk with Christ and inspire those
called to accompany them. These funds have been used, for example, to develop new
resources helping graduating seniors to explore their next steps in faith, community and
vocation; planning of the 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium, and much more.
 10% for advocacy that protects and education that nurtures our children and youth in mind,
body, and spirit. These funds support the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” initiative
which seeks to motivate and inspire Presbyterians to better the lives of one million children
by 2020.
Every penny helps. Remember you are one of about 1.5 million Presbyterians. Just think how your
gift, however small, will be multiplied!!! In the coming weeks, watch your (a) worship bulletins for
inserts and (b) the card and pencil holders for envelopes specifically for the Pentecost Special Offering.
The Mission Team
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Hymn of the Month
“How Great Thou Art”
“How Great Thou Art” is a Christian hymn based on a Swedish
traditional melody and a poem written by Carl Boberg in Sweden
in 1885. It was translated into German and then into Russian. It
was translated into English from the Russian by English missionary Stuart K. Hine, who
also added two original verses of his own in 1953. Dr. Hine harmonized the hymn’s
melody in 1949. It was popularized by George Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows during the
Billy Graham crusades. In 2001, it was ranked second (after “Amazing Grace”) on a list of
the favorite hymns of all time in a survey by Christianity Today Magazine.
This hymn may be found on page 467 in our Presbyterian hymnal, and may be heard on the
church’s website.

Recently the Financial Secretaries
have been counting and recording
Sunday's offering with reduced staff.
We would like to know if anyone
would be interested in becoming a
substitute for the few weeks a year
when we are at bare minimum.
We
usually
know weeks in
advance when
one or more of
us
will
be
unavailable so
it will be rare
to not have at least a week or more
notice.
If you are interested, please see me
or Jane Erickson or drop a note in
one of our mail boxes in Julien
House.
George Carmichael
Chief Financial Secretary

A Note from Fellowship...
On May 26th, the weekend
of Memorial Day, we are
going to have a fellowship
pot luck. People are
encouraged to bring their
favorite red, white, and/or
blue dessert to share!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
8 pm Bells

5

6

10:30 Worship
Communion
12 Session Mtg

7:30 pm
Women’s AA

12

13

10:30 Worship
Mothers Day

19

7

8

10 am Wanderers
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
8 pm Bells

14

15

7:00 pm WBS
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

7 pm
Session

7 pm B&G

20

21

22

Street Fair 10-4
NEWSLETTER
10:30 Worship
DEADLINE
12:10 Mission Mtg 7:30 pm
12:15 Deacons’ Mtg Women’s AA

26
10:30 Worship
Mission Meal

27
7:00 pm WBS
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

9

16
8 AM Men’s
Breakfast
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
8 pm Bells

23

Street Fair
10-4

24

25

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
8 pm Bells

28

29

30

31

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
8 pm Bells

OFFICE HOURS: Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30am-2pm
SUNDAY MORNINGS: Children’s Chime Choir 8:55am ~ Church School, All Ages 9:15 am
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Session Summary
The Session met on April 9th and the following topics were discussed/announced:

















Approximately 75 people were in attendance at the installation of Reverend Kristin
Austew as Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown on April 7th. After a special
installation service, all enjoyed a soup and salad bar, hosted by the Deacons.
Jane Erickson was welcomed back to the position of Clerk of Session.
The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering was dedicated on April 14th, with a total
of $908.25 collected which included $83.25 received from the children’s fish banks.
The Mission Commission is leading an ad hoc mission project to provide assistance to
Harold “Wiz” Scott, the former roommate of Paul Sootkoos. Our first donation went to
provide enough money for him to buy a TV.
Water filters have been installed in the manse and church to eliminate lead and other
items from the water supply.
Ben Freid is working on building the lawn mowing team for the 2019 mowing season.
Please see him if interested in donating your time and energy to this effort.
Leaking faucets in the church and manse and fluorescent light fixtures in the manse
basement were replaced/repaired; the church side yard and front entrance have been
cleaned of leaves, debris, and weeds; and the doorknob in the manse kitchen door was
replaced.
Per Capita donations received so far from the
congregation have reached 39% of the amount
we send to the Presbytery ($40 per member)
The Pastor Support Team meets bi-weekly with
Pastor Kristin to answer any concerns she has in
her new position.
Our Church will be hosting the Matsiko Orphans Choir concert on April 23rdat 7PM.
The Youth Group met for lunch on Palm Sunday and had a constructive conversation
regarding the future of the youth group. The Session sponsored the lunch to reassure all
of the youth that the church was behind them in this reorganization.

Looking Ahead:
th
 Marlene Lyszczak will be installed as a Session Elder on May 5 during the Sunday
service.
th
 Josephine, daughter of Tricia Bangit and Joseph Campo, will be baptized on May 12
during the Sunday service.
th
 The Percussion Ensemble will perform on May 12 during the Sunday service.
th
 May 12 is Mother’s Day!
 Youth will enjoy a lock-in on a Saturday night in May – date to be determined.
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"We endeavor in all things to nurture the fruit of the Spirit within the family of God."
From FPCB Mission Statement

MAY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS!
Bring canned/packaged meals for Bordentown Motel Ministry
On the THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (May 19)
May 5 — Worship and Communion

May 12— Happy Mother’s Day!
May 18--19 — Bordentown Street Fair
May 26 — Mission Meal following Worship;
Have a Safe Memorial Day Weekend!

First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown
435 Farnsworth Avenue

www.bordentownpresbyterian.org

