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November 2021
Dear Beloved Children of God,
The beauty of change and transformation is upon us as the leaves on the trees turn from their deep shades
of green to vivid golds, reds, oranges, and pinks. It was not until I graduated from college and left Texas to
begin seminary in Chicago that I realized autumn was such a beautiful season. Sure, I have always enjoyed
the crisp, cool air and the crunchy leaves under foot- crunchy leaves are nature’s bubble wrap after all- but
I had never seen the leaves turn any other color but brown before dropping to the earth below. The colors
of autumn here in New Jersey give the image of a world on fire, before we embark on a season of darkness,
rest, and hibernation. All of these ingredients are so important to rebirth and renewal. It is through fire
that soil gains the nitrogen it needs to continue to nurture growth. It is through a season of cold, quiet, and
darkness that the ground preserves what nutrients remain from the previous season of growth. Without
both of these, we would not be able to behold the beauty of spring and summer.
In this season of transformation, we embark on a new journey through a sermon series called “Gifts of
Love.” During this sermon series we reflect on the Gifts of Love we receive, which are given to us freely,
with no strings attached, no requirement for us to respond at all. In gratitude, we WANT to respond, to
spread our own Gifts of Love to others as well. I am in awe of the confirmation students who have spent
every Sunday morning for 7 weeks now learning more about what it means to experience these Gifts of
Love from God, and to be a person of faith. These special young people are writing about and proclaiming
their own unique faith as they pray about becoming an official member of our church. It is through these
past few Sundays with them that I have come to some deeper understanding about the ways in which the
church today nourishes and fails these young people.

Just as we join together in promising to help raise these young people when they are baptized, we are
invited to join them in praying and pondering about our faith, about what we believe, and about what it
means to be a member of the Church, and to join our church in particular. In what ways are you being
called to come near to our Lord Jesus Christ with love? What do you think the answer might be if you were
to ask the youth what they need from the church or what the church needs from them? Might you be
willing to ask those questions, listen to their responses, and draw near to them by helping make that
happen? There are many ways to go about this, and one of those ways is to simply be willing to sit down
and have a conversation with a person you do not know well, or may not know at all.
God creates human beings to be in community rather than creating us to live lives of solitude and self sufficiency. We are invited, in community, to experience Gifts of Love and also share them with others. Join
me in prayer about what this means right now in our individual lives and also what this means for our
church community.
Grace and love,
Pastor Kristin
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November 1
November 3
November 4
November 12
November 14
November 17
November 18
November 24
November 28

Kristin Austew
Emily DelVecchio
Christine Bolinger
Maggie Hetman
Kim Ratkovic
Francesca Ortu
Kristen Lukach
Monica Seguin
Michael Ortu
Emily Lukach
Luke Pell

November 1
Earl & Nancy Grim
November 2
Joseph & Tricia Campo

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Mike C.; Doris Gorman;
Corinne (Marlene Lyszczak's daughter);
Vincene Palmonari;
Paul Sootkoos.
Please contact the office if you wish to add someone
to this long-term prayer list.
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The Wanderers
The Wanderers (our 55 and over group) enjoyed being
together for our October luncheon! So instead of a
program, we thought we would try eating together
again. Our November date is Thursday, Nov. 11th at
12:00 noon. We will have lunch at the Plumsted Grill,
457 County Rd., Rt. 539 in Cream Ridge.
We welcome our church seniors and their friends to join us. If you need a ride, or to
make reservations, please contact me at gandtfouse@gmail.com
Shalom, Gail Fouse

THANKSGIVING OFFERING
TRIAD HOUSE
The Thanksgiving Offering this year will be donated to the Triad House in Ewing – a
program of LifeTies – which nurtures wellness and self-sufficiency in vulnerable youth

and young adults, including many from the LGBTQ+ community.
We hope that you will give generously to this very important cause.

Christian Education
SUNDAY SCHOOL (meets during worship after the 2nd reading)
Sunday, November 7th and Sunday, November 14th
YOUTH GROUP (meets after the worship service):
Sunday, November 7th and Sunday, November 21st
**Please check your emails for important details about these dates!

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 12th - Christmas Pageant Sunday
Please let Dana know if your child is interested in participating!
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Summary of October Session Meeting
We welcomed into the membership of our church Johanna Heine and Amy and Chad
Hornbeck on October 3rd.
Session would like to thank everyone for their attendance at the Q & A held on October 10 th
after the worship service. Your questions were helpful and the session will attempt to
continue to be as transparent as possible. If you are not already involved, please consider
volunteering for one of the commissions so that your opinions will be heard on an on-going
basis. A special thank you goes to Rev. Dr. Rose Niles, our Ministry Relations Officer from
the Presbyterian Foundation, who preached and provided helpful input during the meeting.
We would also like to thank everyone who contributed to the Afghan Relief effort – both
workers and donators. It has been a mammoth effort and many displaced people will benefit
from our work.
And thanks to Rev. Chris Small for giving the sermon on September 26 th in his beautiful
new stole!
The Session met on 10/5/21 and the following topics were discussed/announced:
 If anyone is interested in working on a committee at the Presbytery level, please see a
member of Session for more information.
 Pastor Kristin is working with 6 confirmands toward their confirmation on November
14th during worship.
 Session is in the process of creating a space for our technology needs in the rear of the
sanctuary. Plans are being developed.
 The donations collected through the Thanksgiving offering this year will be given to the
Triad House in Ewing, which nurtures wellness and self-sufficiency in vulnerable youth
and young adults, including many from the LGBTQ+ community.
 Pastor Kristin will be hosting a virtual Bible Study on Tuesdays at 2 PM. We will be
discussing the passages to be used on the following Sunday. A zoom invitation is sent
out just prior to the gathering.
 The overall deficit to date in our operating budget is approximately $30,000, with
another $10,000 expected before the end of the year. Although we have a large
investment portfolio, we are hoping to conserve that by not having to dip into it for our
operating budget.
 Per capita (the money we collect from each member to help support the work of the
Presbytery) next year will be $37 per member. If you can contribute to this, it will help
to lower our deficit, as we will be sending $37 to the Presbytery for each one of our
members. There will be an envelope in the 2022 offering envelopes for this purpose.
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Sun

Mon

1
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

7

8

Tue

2

3

1:30-4:30pm Pastor’s
Office Hrs
Tuesdays@2 Bible
Study
6:30pm Naranon

9

9:15 Confirm.
10:30 Worship
7 pm WBS
& Communion
Sunday School 7:30 pm
Women’s AA
Youth Group

1:30-4:30pm Pastor’s
Office Hrs
Tuesdays@2 Bible
Study
6:30pm Naranon

14

16

15

Wed

10:30 Worship: 7:30 pm
Recognizing
Women’s AA
Confirmands
& Stewardship
Dedication

1:30-4:30pm Pastor’s
Office Hrs
Tuesdays@2 Bible
Study
6:30pm Naranon

21

22

23

10:30 Worship
Youth Group
Sunday School

NEWSLETTER 1:30-4:30pm Pastor’s
DEADLINE
Office Hrs
Tuesdays@2 Bible
Study
7 pm WBS
6:30pm Naranon
7:30 pm
7 pm Session
Women’s AA

28

29

30

10:30 Worship
Mission Meal

7 pm WBS
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

1:30-4:30pm Pastor’s
Office Hrs
Tuesdays@2 Bible
Study
6:30pm Naranon

Thu

4
1:30-4:30pm
Pastor’s
Office Hrs

10

11

Fri

5

Sat

6
Turn your
clocks back
before bed.

12 13

12 Wanderers
1:30-4:30pm
Pastor’s
Office Hrs
7:30 pm AA

17

18

19 20

1:30-4:30pm
Pastor’s
Office Hrs
7:30 pm AA

24

25

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

7:30 pm AA
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