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Romans 8:31-39 — 8:31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 8:32 God did not withhold God’s own Son, but gave him up for all of us—will God 
not with him also give us everything else? 8:33 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies 8:34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 8:35 Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? 8:36 As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Christ who loved us. 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor heavenly 
powers, nor earthly powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor any force, 8:39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So, I haven’t yet preached a sermon on the book of Romans, this letter of the Apostle Paul to the 
churches in ancient Rome. There are two main reasons why. The first reason is that this letter 
hasn’t been in our lectionary much this past year, and the second reason is that, frankly, it can be 
hard to make a really good sermon out of it, I think. In Romans, we don’t get any of Jesus’ pithy 
sayings or intriguing parables, and we don’t get any of the Hebrew Bible’s spectacular stories. 
Instead, what we get is theology—sixteen long, dense chapters of commentary on salvation, sin, 
suffering, grace, law, Christ, and more. For many people, it can feel a bit cumbersome.  

Now, have any of you heard of the term “the Romans Road?” Well, this term is my earliest 
memory of Paul’s letter here. It’s a term that some churches use for a collection of four verses in 
Romans, and this collection functions as an outline for a traditional form of evangelism. Think of 
these four verses as four steps on the Romans Road, and once you get to the end of those steps, 
you’ve got the gospel—God’s good news for the world. Step 1: Romans 3:23, “For all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” Step 2: Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life.” Step 3: Romans 5:8, But God proved God’s love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” And step 4: “If you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

As a kid and as a teenager, I was a part of two churches that were especially keen on walking 
people along the Romans Road. For the first time when I was around 11 years old, I went door-
to-door with my church’s youth group, interrupted the evenings of strangers, and handed them 
these Romans Road tracts. I did this several times when I was growing up, the last time being 
when I was around 16. So, to the youth who just got back from their mission trip, think of how 
much fun you would’ve had doing that!  



Now, it’s not that I have a problem with the content of the verses in the Romans Road. I myself 
would choose to summarize God’s good news for the world a bit differently, but regardless, the 
verses themselves don’t trouble me. Rather, I’m troubled by how I’ve seen that content used. 
Again and again, I’ve seen this collection of verses used to induce fear in people, and then these 
people are told that the only way you can be free from that fear is to follow these steps in your 
head, to believe the right things, to say the right words, and then, you’ll be saved—by which they 
usually mean safe from the fires of hell. But if you don’t say the right words, if your beliefs miss 
the mark, a little this way or a little that way, then watch out, because you have strayed from the 
path that leads to heaven. Perhaps it’d be easier to preach a really good sermon on Romans…if 
what we meant by a “really good sermon” was one that scares people into joining your church. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way, friends, and personally, I don’t think that God wants it to be 
that way. Let’s return to our passage this morning, which comes halfway through Paul’s 16-
chapter theological treatise. The passage begins: “What then are we to say about these things? If 
God is for us…” If. That’s a pretty important “if,” right? So much of the spiritual life hangs on 
that “if”—by which I mean if we’re going to have a healthy, strong, rich connection with God, 
then we’ve got to be able to trust that God is on our side. We’ve got to believe that God is for us. 
Because if there is a God, and this God isn’t for us, then we really do need to watch out.  

So, the main question for us this morning, friends, is this: How do we know that God is for us? 
On what basis do we trust that God is on our side? For many Christians, the answer is, “Because 
I believe the right things! I’ve said the right words, I’ve already walked down the Romans Road, 
and that’s why God saved me.” But part of the problem with this answer, friends, as I see it, is 
that it hinges on what I have done, instead of on what God has done and who God is. Perhaps 
you’ve heard of the term “works righteousness”: the idea that we earn our salvation based on 
what we do. Many Christians consider it to be an especially wrong-headed belief. But I’d say 
that if we think that we’ve earned our salvation based on what we’ve done with our minds, based 
on us believing the right things, that’s just another form of works righteousness. The focus is still 
off. We need to focus less on what we have done and more on what God has done.  

So, what has God done? Well, in the verse following “If God is for us,” Paul writes that God 
gave us Christ, gave us God’s own self in human flesh. To borrow from the Apostle John, God so 
loved the world, all of us, that God gave us Jesus, whose birth, life, death, and resurrection 
testify to the truth that God is love, and we are saved not because of what we think or what we 
do, but simply because God is love, and we have come to know this love in Christ.  

You may remember a story that I told you a while back about my mom, Carrie, when she was a 
young girl. At age nine, she heard a sermon about the so-called “unforgivable sin.” According to 
the pastor of her church, if you blaspheme the Holy Spirit, whatever that means, you can’t take it 
back, and you won’t be saved. Carrie left church terrified, and that night, as she lay in bed, she 
whispered to herself, over and over again, “There is a Holy Spirit, there is a Holy Spirit, there is 
a Holy Spirit, there is a Holy Spirit”—until she fell asleep. So afraid was she that she would 



accidentally send herself to hell, she repeated these words over and over again as she fell asleep 
for months thereafter.  

Perhaps you’ve never been quite that paranoid about salvation or God’s love, but I would guess 
that we’ve all had moments when doubt has crept in, when we find ourselves asking, “Does God 
really love me? And how do I know that God’s love will stay? How do I know that I won’t do 
something to lose it? How do I know that a wrong belief won’t send me to hell?” Friends, my 
prayer for all of us is that in those moments of doubt, we would look to Christ, the one in whom 
God became human for us. As one of Princeton Seminary’s professors is fond of saying, Christ 
teaches us that God is dying to love us.  

Through Christ, and through the Spirit of the God who is Love, may we all grow in our 
assurance that Paul’s words at the very end of our passage this morning are true: “For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor heavenly powers, nor earthly powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor any force, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen. 


