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September 2018
NEWSLETTER DEVOTIONAL
Old and New
By Mary Luti
"Each generation praises your deeds to the next, proclaiming your wonderful works. They remember them
all…" - Psalm 145:4-5
Wallace Nutting (1861-1941) was a Congregational minister, entrepreneur, and antiquarian. Appalled by
the shoddiness of machine-made things, he championed oldthings made by hand. 'Whatever is new is
bad!' he cried, ginning up nostalgia for an idealized past, creating the modern antiques business, and
amassing a fortune.
'Whatever is new is bad' is the credo of some churches, too. But they don't flourish like Nutting did. And
they don't even mind their moldering, as long as adored traditions remain intact. A pastor I know says that
in his church the dead out-vote the living all the time.
Traditionalism is unreasoning loyalty to old things because they're old and they're ours. The church needs
a much wider, wiser love for all that came before us—not traditionalism, but Tradition, the still-living past.
A grateful love that knows we didn't invent this thing called faith. That it was alive long before we were,
and handed down, generation to generation.
A humble love that knows we are recipients and products as well as agents and creators.
A wondering love of all the stories, peoples, ideas, songs, events, rituals, institutions, and witness that
made us who we are.
A discerning, critical love of our vast, inspiring, often sinful, surprisingly creative, endlessly challenging,
beautifully diverse Christian inheritance.
To embrace the still-living past is to welcome a resourceful companion. To spurn it is to be left to our own
devices. We know how well that works. Those who love only the new end up as stuck and sterile as those
who love only the old.
We've been entrusted with a hope that's more than merely contemporary. It's also yesterday, tomorrow,
and forever. Everything new is not bad. Neither is everything old.
Prayer
Holy Spirit, from your vast treasure, draw out for us the gift and challenge of the old, the gift and challenge
of the new.
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September 17
Blake & Christine Bolinger
September 2

Matt VanPelt

September 3

Bobbi Maiuro

September 4

Nick Venezia

September 7

Pat Andrus

September 8

Rich Marchetti

September 10

Kerri Pell

September 11

Wendy Huber

September 14

Josh Pell

September 17

Nancy Rodman

September 18

Cole Marchetti

September 19

Joe Guicheteau

September 19
Ted & Linda Miller
September 21
Mark & Elke McAteer
September 23
Duane & Megan Arnold
September 30
Robert & Nina Horton

Linda Hamilton
September 20

Ethan Murray

September 23 Edith Van Arsdale
September 24

James Murray

September 25

Gordon Potts

September 27

Ted Miller

Madison Temperino

September 30

Ryan Patterson

PLEASE REMEMBER
IN YOUR PRAYERS
Shawna (Kochie) Catarinicchia;
Mae Hamilton, Vincene
Palmonari; Evelyn Seyebe; Paul
Sootkoos; Edith Van Arsdale.
Please contact the
office or the Deacon
on call if you wish to
add someone to this
long-term prayer list.
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Deacons’
Corner
Deacons’ Meeting
September 9, 2018
(following Worship)
DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKS: are available
on the back counter of the sanctuary.
They are titled These Days: Daily
Devotions for Living by Faith.
FALL SENIOR LUNCHEON: is planned for
some time in October. Details will be
announced soon.
Deacon on call:
Karen Chamberlin (609) 760-7701
Your Deacons,
Pat Andrus, Megan Arnold, Linda
Blackwell, Karen Chamberlin, Amy Dallas,
Jodi Hawryluk, Bobbi Maiuro, Melonie
Newton, Lisa Van Pelt, Maggie Hetman
(Youth)
Live Life Like a Sunflower
Reach for the sky.
Stay open.
Bend with the breeze.
Bloom where you're
planted.
Brighten someone's day.
Grow from the rain.
Turn your face to the sun.

WHO’S IN CHARGE
FOR SEPTEMBER
Church Office: (609) 298-1243
Deacon-on-Call or the Deacon moderator
(Pat Andrus, 499-1038)
Director of Music — Gwendolyn Huber
Accompanist — Dr. Bob Lowden
Office Manager — Sheri Devlin, 298-1243
Office Hours: Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30-2
bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com
Sunday Mornings
To volunteer:
 to be a Worship Reader, please contact
Donna Potts
 for Fellowship Hour, please contact
Kathie Ackerman or Margaret Conover
Readers Needed: Please sign up to be an occasional Reader for Sunday Worship. It’s easy and
all you have to do is read 2 things: the Prayer for
Illumination and First Reading. You will get an
email with your script the week before Worship
and a hard copy at church, so there is nothing to
do but show up and read. Thank you!
Worship Readers (Please volunteer!)
9/2
Joseph Campo
9/9
Justin Clark
9/16
9/23
Fellowship Hour (Please volunteer!)
9/2
Labor Day Weekend
9/9
Kathie Ackerman
9/16 Gail Fouse
9/23 Johanna Heine
Communion Servers — September
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Food Pantry
Ongoing donations of non-perishable food are collected in the basket on the right at the rear of the
sanctuary. Meals are delivered to St. Mary’s Church Food Pantry. Standard monthly needs of the Food
Pantry include: tuna, beefaroni, coffee, canned meat, kids cereal, jarred tomato sauce, canned fruit,
soap, toilet paper, toothpaste.

Our Bread of Life Mission Meals
Bread of Life Mission Meals are held on the last Sunday of each month. If you would like to donate to
this worthwhile mission in our church, you can write a check to The First Presbyterian Church of
Bordentown and write “Mission Meal” or “Bread of Life Meals” in the memo section.

Next Grocery Bag Mission
Our church provides microwaveable meals for the homeless each month. Our donation is combined
with donations from other churches to provide grocery bags to homeless families living in local area
motels. Some examples of items you can donate are pop-top soup cans, Chef-Boyardee pasta meals, or
cans of stew. You can put your donations in the basket in the back of the church, labeled “Grocery Bag
Mission Meal.” Thank you for your generosity!

Coming soon!

The Mission Commission will be updating how we handle our Ready To Distribute Meals. In the past
we reached out to the congregation to provide bags already assembled with items we could hand out to
people asking for help. We have decided, instead, to designate a couple of shelves in the Julien House
with items we can hand out when the need arises, which seems to be once every couple of months.
Items we would be looking for:
Apple sauce, Fruit cups, Tuna packets, Microwaveable meals, Jello cups,
Juice boxes, Water bottles, and other similar items.
Grace and Peace to all!
The Mission Commission
Pat Andrus, Karen Chamberlin, Robert Joe Lee, Bobbi Maiuro, Donna Potts, Karin Venezia

BOOK SALE

Mission Commission is having a Book Sale to Benefit Inner City
Youth of Trenton from August 18 through September 15

•

Browse the tables in Fellowship Hall for books of all kinds!!

•

Suggested donations for books purchase: Paperbacks $.50 — Harbacks $1.
Please put donations in box provided on small table.

•

Proceeds, as well as leftover books, will be given to the
Classic Book Store in Trenton where credit received will be
applied to an existing program which gives free books to the
youth of Trenton.

Call Bobbi Maiuro or Nancy Grim if you have any questions.
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PEACE and GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING: Blessed are the Peacemakers
The Mission Commission kicks off its first of four special PCUSA offerings starting September 2, 2018
through World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2018.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the
Season of Peace, which ends on World Communion Sunday.
However, you can help sustain the important PC(USA) ministries
and programs that are supported by this important offering.
Please watch for information and the designated envelopes which
will be in your bulletins over the next month
How is your gift used?
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to
25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Your local ministries will receive
25% of this offering which will be decided by the Mission Commission. (In 2018, the 25% for local
ministries went to our Youth Group’s mission trip.) The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative
projects of education and Christian witness.
I hope each family will consider making a gift. If you have any questions, please contact Donna Potts.

Hymn of the Month
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
Lyrics-Edward Mote / Music William B. Bradbury
Edward Mote was born into poverty in London in 1797. His parents
would not allow a bible in their house. Somehow, Edward heard the gospel as a teenager and
came to Christ. Although a carpenter by trade, he was inspired to write this hymn, and wrote a
total of 100.
In 1855 , he gave up his carpentry to pastor a Baptist church.
William B. Bradbury wrote many familiar hymns, such as, Jesus Loves Me, Just as I Am,
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, The Solid Rock, and more.
He was born in 1816 in Maine, whose father was the leader of a church choir. He moved to
Boston, and by 1834 was known as an organist. In 1847 he went to Germany where he studied
vocal and instrumental music. He is best known as a composer and publisher of a series of
musical collections for choirs and schools. He died in 1868, at the age of 51, in Montclair, N.J.
You may find this hymn on page 379 in the Presbyterian Hymnal, and may listen to it on the
church’s web site.
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Choir and Handbell Ringers
Thank you for another great year!
Dates for your calendar



Thursday, October 4 — Choir rehearsal will begin at 7pm All are welcome!
Thursday, October 4 — Handbells will begin at 8:15pm We’ll be gentle!!
Please arrive at 8:15 to set up Handbells.
Musicians, please watch your email in case of changes!
 Saturday, October 13th — Good Neighbor Fundraiser at the Baptist Church.
Food at 5pm, Music at 7pm. This is a great charity! You should support it and enjoy
some interdenominational music.
 Thursday, October 18 — Christmas Choir rehearsals begin.
 Thursday, Dec. 6 — Last choir rehearsal 2018. Resume Thursday, January 10, 2019!
If you're interested in joining the choir, speak to Wendy in church or contact her via email:
giduly@juno.com or phone 215-582-5679 (texts are ok).

Are you interested?
During her term as session elder for Worship, Kathie Ackerman initiated the
idea of training members to prepare communion on the first Sunday of the
month. This system has worked very well for those serving communion.
At this time, I am asking for new volunteers to set up our monthly
communions. If you presently do not serve on a church committee, please consider this request.
You may prepare it on your own or you can be paired with a partner. You would prepare
communion three times each year. The assigned communion servers clean up after the service.
Please consider this request as a way to help out.
Contact Donna Potts at 609.954.7677 or djpotts@optonline.net. Thank you for your consideration.

Women’s Bible Study
Join us this year at Women’s Bible Study! We’ll start on
September 24 and meet the 2nd & 4th Monday’s of the month, 7pm at Julien House. We will be looking at God’s Promise: I Am with You. In
nine lessons, this study traces God’s recurring promise of presence from
Genesis through the Gospels—from the beginning to the end of age.
God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied circumstances and to
many different people throughout scripture. Participants will reflect on
how the promise of God’s presence speaks beyond the pages of the Bible,
to their own circumstances. This study is appropriate for all ages. We
hope that many of you will join us this year, the more the merrier! Books
are available, let Jane or Kathie know if you’re interested.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

10:30 Worship/ Labor Day
7:30 pm
Communion
Women’s AA

6

7

8
4:30 Blessing of
the Fire Trucks
@Christ Church

7:30 pm AA

Princeton University Students Community Action Program--9/3-7

9

11

10:30 Worship
Deacon’s
Meeting

P&L Begins
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

7 pm Session 7 pm B&G 10 Wanderers
Grounds for
Sculpture
7:30 pm AA

16

17

18

9:15
10:30 Worship
6 pm YG

12

13

10

19

20

14

15

21

22

8 am Men’s
Breakfast
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

23

24

10:30 Worship
6 pm YG

7 pm WBS
7:30 pm
Women’s AA

1-5 Bordentown
Historical Society
House Tour

7:30 pm AA

25

26

27

28

29

7:30 pm AA

30
10:30 Worship
Mission Meal
6 pm YG

OFFICE HOURS: Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30am-2pm
SUNDAY MORNINGS: Children’s Chime Choir 8:55am ~ Church School, All Ages 9:15 am ~ Worship 10:30 am
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Jean Allegretti, lifetime member of our church who died this past January at the age of
74, wrote her own eulogy 41 years before. The document was recently discovered by
Tom Adams and Hannah Lee as Jean’s house was being readied for an estate sale.
Those who know her will probably agree that at age 33 Jean already knew herself well
and that she continued her zest of a life of love and faith for the rest of her years.
Ron Barnard
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Session Summary
There was no stated meeting in August. Therefore, the mid-year financial report and two on-going projects, chaired by Session members, will be noted below.
 Ten freshmen and two upper classmen from Princeton University will be staying in our manse from mid
-day on Monday, September 3rd, until mid-day, Friday, September 7th. This program is sponsored by
the Community Action Program out of the Pace Center for Civic Engagement at the university. The students are taken Tuesday - Thursday to provide community service in the area. On Friday they will do
projects for our church. If anyone has any questions, contact Robert Joe Lee.
 Remember to look elsewhere in this newsletter as well as in weekly worship bulletins for information
about the Mission Commission's book sale. The purpose is to raise funds to support reading materials
provided at no cost to the youth of Trenton. Please patronize the sale!
 The Pastor Nominating Committee began its work on May 2 and continues to meet weekly to review
and discuss the Pastor Information Forms we've received from the Church Leadership Connection
(PCUSA). As of mid-August, we have read and reviewed the paperwork and listened to sermons from
90 potential candidates. The committee has reached out to a number of these and found that many
have already accepted a call to another church. We forge ahead, undeterred!!
 Please check the map on the wall in Fellowship Hall for some interesting facts about the search. We're
working diligently to find the right person to lead us.

Finance Update
Overview- 2018 Budget
For the 7-months ending 7/31/18, we are doing well against our operating budget. Total expenses are
$94,000 compared to budgeted expenses of $95,000. Total income is $96,000 with budgeted income of
$93,000--- both positive variances. As a result, we have an operating surplus so far of just over $4,000.
Most importantly, Regular Giving, which constitutes about 85% of budgeted income, is running slightly
ahead of budget. With the use of pulpit supply, personnel expenses will be less until a new pastor is found.
Estates:
The Jean Cifelli estate has been completely settled. The new $250,000 account with Ventura was funded
entirely from this estate. Approximately $27,000 from this estate remains in a separate bank account—
use to be determined. Although estate funds were not specifically used, their existence allowed us to use
church capital funds for the sanctuary air-conditioning system.
The Jean Allegretti estate process is ongoing. Estate funds were used for the recent purchase of the Steinway piano.

The Wanderers will visit Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on September 13th.







After an intro video, self-guided tours and lunch are on your own (3 lunch rooms on the grounds).
Advance admission ticket $13, non-refundable. Rain or Shine, there are indoor displays.
Anne’s Jitney Tours for handicapped, one at 11:00 am and 12:00 pm, 5 people each.
No food or drink, water bottles only.
Meet at 10:00 am at Julien House to car pool to arrive at 10:30 am.
Remember to sign up, sheets are on the church counter. Questions? Call
Marion 609-298-3362.
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"We endeavor in all things to nurture the fruit of the Spirit within the family of God."
From FPCB Mission Statement

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS!
Bring canned/packaged meals for Bordentown Motel Ministry
On the THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (September 16)
EVERY WEEK — Bring non-perishables for the Food Pantry
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Labor Day Weekend-10:30 am Worship, Communion
10:30 am Worship and Deacons’ Meeting
10:30 am Worship — First Day of Church School and Youth Group
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship and Mission Meal

First Presbyterian Church of Bordentown
435 Farnsworth Avenue
Bordentown, New Jersey 08505

www.bordentownpresbyterian.org
bordentownpresbyterian@gmail.com

